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FOREWORD

The Voi-South Yatta area is not very satisfactory for surface geological mapping,
in so far as apart from various hills near V oi, the Yatta plateau, and the section
provided by the R. Galana, exposures are few and scatte'red. For this reason one of
the maps has been extended some miles north of the usual sheet boundary, to bring
in the R. Tiva, where some outcrops enable the drawing of geological lines across
the generally barren Galana-Tiva strip.

The mapping of the southern part of the Yatta plateau has revealed the presence
of a hitherto unsuspected volcanic craterfield at its eastern end, but no additional
evidence on the origin of the linear plateau following the R. Athi. Attention is
redrawn to a fact discovered by J. W. Gregory many years ago that the s10pe of
the floor of the plateau lava is only about 12 feet per mile to the south-east parallel
to the Athi, but about 35 feet per mile to the east in its east-west portion, so that
at its eastern end it almost merges into the end-Tertiary erosion surface. The change
in slope is explained as due to differential uplift in post-Miocene times, but the
possible evidence of faulting is neglected, and the fact that wherever they can be
seen in this part of Kenya the sub-Miocene and end-Tertiary erosion surfaces are
approximately parallel.

The excellent section in the Sabaki valley was mapped in detail and provides
evidence of two series of rocks in the Basement System, separated by a thrust. The
reasonably well exposed Sagala 'hills, south of Voi, were also mapped in detail. and
proved to be an excellent example of the effect of parallel faults on folded and
dipping sediments.

A detailed account is given of the graphite deposits near Tsavo, and the author
expresses his opinion that sporadic copper deposits of the same area may have g:ven
rise to secondary deposits at depth that might well be worth while searching for.
In view of the fact that the minerals seen, however, are mainly primary, doubt may
well arise that any secondary deposits formed, for example during the maturation
of the sub-Miocene surface, have escaped erosion. An account is also given in the
report of the flow of the rivers in the area, and water-supplies in general.

Nairobi,
10th September, 1958.

WILLIAM PULFREY.
Chief Ge%g;st.
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ABSTRACT

The report describes an area of approximately 2,800 square miles situated in
eastern Kenya between V oi and the lower Tiva river. It falls almost entirely within
the limits of the Royal Tsavo National Park (East), and is bounded in the west
roughly by the railway between Voi and Tsavo (approximate longitude 38° 30' E.),
and by the Athi river north of Tsavo. The northern, southern and eastern boundaries
are latitudes 2° 24' S. and 3° 30' S. and longitude 39° 00' E. respectively.

Much of the country considered is of low relief, and except for groups of hills
near to Voi, and the narrow Yatta plateau, it consists of a flat or gently undulating
bush-covered plain of altitude less than 1,500 feet above sea-level.

Basement System gneisses, schists, migmatites and crystalline limestones which
have been variously affected by high-grade metamorphism, granitization and deep
shearing exhibit steep foliation dips and a consistent north-north-westerly regional
strike throughout the greater part of the area. In the east they are in thrust contact
with a series of low-dipping para-gneisses, schists, and crystalline limestones of
medium metamorphic grade which occupy a belt some twelve miles in width between
the migmatized basement and westernmost outcrops of the Duruma Sandstones. The
latter are found in the extreme eastern and north-eastern parts of the area where
arkoses of upper Carboniferous or lower Permian age are faulted against the
Basement System.

Tertiary phonolite, generally less than 50 feet in thickness, caps the Yatta
plateau and adjacent outliers north of the Galana river and was derived in part
from numerous scattered vents near the eastern limit of the plateau.

An account is given of the petrography, genesis, and structures of the var,ious
rocks, and their economic prospects are assessed with particular reference to copper
and graphite.
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GEOLOGY OF THE VOl-SOUTH YATTA AREA

I-INTRODUCTION

General.-Between July and December, 1955, a geological survey was made of
of the area described in this report. The area comprises:-

(a) The north-east quarter of Degree Sheet 65 (Kenya), (Directorate of Colonial
Surveys Sheet No. 190), bounded by longitudes 38° 30' E., and 39° 00' E., and by
latitudes 30 00' S. and 30 30' S.

(b) The south-east quarter of Degree Sheet 60 (Kenya), (Directorate of Colonial
Surveys Sheet No. 184), bounded by longitudes 38° 30' E., and 39° 00' E., and by
latitudes 20 30' S. and 30 00' S., with extensions to the Athi river in the west (part
of the south-west quarter of Degree Sheet 60) and to the Tiva river in the north
(parts of the north-west and north-east quarters of Degree Sheet 60).

The area is approximately 2,800 square miles in total extent. For convenience of
printing the two sections described above are illustrated by separate maps, one of
the Voi area and the second of the South Yatta area, but the two areas are considered
together when necessary in the body of the report.

With the exception of Crown Lands about Voi and a small part of the T aita
distrkt, which occupies the extreme south-western corner of the area, the area falls
entirely within the boundaries of the Royal Tsavo National Park (East), including
the Tsavo-Lugard's Falls-Sobo section of the Galana river, and the South Yalta
plateau.

Methods of Mapping and M aps.-Existing topographical maps referring to the
area are:-

Voi, E.A.F. No. 1,552, 1: 500,000.
Nairobi-Mombasa, S.A.37, 1: 1,000,000.

Part of the area in the vicinity of Voi is also covered
190/1, 190/ III, and 190/ IV on the scale of 1: 50,000.

Base maps for the geological sheets were prepared from' air-photographs taken
under Contract No.9 (Kenya and Tanganyika) during February 1955, control for
the mosaic being obtained in the south from preliminary plots and in the north
from plane-table resections on trigonometrical points located near the western margin.
Topographic detail was based on barometric spot-heights standardized to sea-level
and corrected for diurnal variation. Geological information was plotted directly from
air-photographs on kodatrace flight-strips and photostatically reduced to map scale.

The geological symbols and colours representing various rock types on the
maps are in some cases different from those denoting the same formations in
neighbouring areas, thus at the eastern margin of the Voi sheet Bas,ement System
areas appear as Qr (red sandy soil overlying undifferentiated Basement System
rocks) whereas on the adjoining Mid-Galana sheet (Sanders, 1959)* equivalent rocks
are shown under the symbol X (Basement System, undifferentiated).

At the south-western corner of the Voi sheet the sy;nbol Xga referring to albite-
oligoclase porphyroblast gneisses and garnetiferous biotite gneisses is equivalent to
the symbol Xsg (biotite-garnet gneisses) of the Kasigau-Kurase area (S:1ggerson 1962).

by Preliminary Plots (Kenya)

* References are quoted on p. 45.
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Similarly Xgc on the Voi sheet refers to rocks labelled Xc on the Kasigau and Kurase
sheets. Gneisses containing hornblende are denoted by the symbol Xhi on both the
Voi and the Kasigau and Kurase sheets, but Xhg and Xgc have also been used
for these rocks on the V oi sheets.

In the north-western corner of the South Yatta sheet the migmatites of the Tiva
valley are grouped under the symbol Xg (microcline-oligodase-bi{)tite-hornblende
migmatites with biotite amphibolite schlieren, and granitic sheet and vein reticulation).
This part of the Tiva valley also appears on the geological maps of the Ikutha area
(Walsh, 1963) where equivalent rocks are referred to under a combination of the
symbols Xgc (hornblende migmatites), and Xgg (quartzo-felspathic gneisses and
granulites).

Communications.- The south-western part of the area is readily accessible since
it is traversed by part of the main road and railway routes between Nairobi and
Mombasa, and Taveta and Voi, and in the vicinity of Voi township there are several
minor roads that serve the neighbouring s:sal estates. A steep track also runs along
the western slopes of the N dara-Sagala ridge, a prominent feature situated some
three miles south of Voi, and may be approached either from the Voi-Taveta road
where it crosses the Voi river, or from a point on the Voi-Mombasa road about one
mile east of Voi.

The remainder of the southern part of the area can be most conveniently entered
from the west by the Voi or Manyani entrances to the Royal Tsavo National Park.
From the main gate at Voi earth roads run to Kandecha Dam and Aruba Lodge
on the Voi river (19 miles), and t{) Sobo on the Galana river (35 miles), whilst from
Manyani one road follows the south bank of the Galana eastwards via Lugard's
Falls to Sobo (42 miles) llnd a second south-south-east roughly parallel to the main
road and railway between Tsavo and Voi, linking the Manyani and Voi entrances
to the Park via Mudanda Rock, Manga (2,769 feet), and Irima (2,991 feet).

The northern part of the area, lying between the Galana and Tiva rivers, is less
accessible. It can be entered by crossing the Galana on a concrete causeway at
Lugard's Falls whence routes extend via the Mopea Gap (Yatta plateau) northwards
to the Tiva river near Wathoni, and eastwards to the Lali hills. The feasibility of
these two routes depends on the level of the Galana at Lugard's Falls; during
periods of spate the ford may be unusable for many days or even weeks. Alternatively
the north-eastern part of the area may be entered from Mambrui, on the coast, by
a road which follows the north bank of the Galana via Matolane and the Lali hills,
and thence trends north-west to the Tiva river, approximately 137 miles from
Mambrui.

Most of the earth roads within the National Park remain in excellent condition
since they carry only light traffic under speed limit. The route that follows the
Galana river suffers from having to cross several south-bank tributaries, includi'ng
the Mbololo and Punda Mlia rivers, and on this account is liable to be interrupted
by newly-eroded gullies after heavy rains. Apart from the roads and tracks mentioned
above there are numerous elephant trails connecting well frequented watering-places
on the Galana and Tiva with water-holes and grazing areas; some of these are
sufficiently wide and well-worn to permit the passage of motor-vehicles for many
miles, whilst the smaller trails give good access on foot.

Climate and Vegetation.-Most of the area is part of a great tract of semi-arid
plainland where the mean annual rainfall is less than twenty inches, lying between
the Coast ranges and the uplands of Kitui, Machakos and Taita. Voi and Tsavo are
the only two stations recording rainfall in the area, and some representative figures
recorded at both are quoted below:-
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TABLE I

RAINFALL AT VOl (LAT. 3° 24' S., LONG. 38° 34' E.) AND TSAVO (LAT. 2° 59' S.,
LONG. 38° 28' E.)

(From records of the East African Meteorological Department)

Voi,
Tsavo

High mean temperatures and a low annual rainfall gives rise over the plains to
a bush vegetation composed mainly of species of Acacia and Commiphora. The
growth of the trees is generally gnarled and stunted, so that they seldom exceed 25
feet in height. Occasional Baobab and rarer Euphorbia stand above the level of the
smaller thorn-trees. During and after the rains the colours of wild aloes, flowering
shrubs and bulbous-rooted plahts relieve the monotonous green and brown of the
scrub. The bush density varies from place to place; in some areas the trees, secondary
shrubs, and Sanseviera thickets grow closely enough to be almost impenetrable,
whilst in other localities there are expanses of open grassland with only scattered
or isolated groups of trees.

The courses of the Galana and Tiva rivers are marked by fringes of tall trees
consisting mainly of giant acacias-Acacia xanthophloae or the "fever tree"-and
Piptadenia, reaching a height of from 80 to 100 feet. Palms, of which the commonest
i~ the doum, also grow along the river banks.

Hills in the extreme south-west of the area enjoy a higher local rainfall than
that of the plains and in consequence their slopes are densely bush-clad; the summit
of Sagala supports a small mist forest with evergreens, parasitic creepers and tree
mosses.

Population and Fauna.-The native population is restricted to the south-west
and western margins of the area, where there are Wataita settlements near to Voi
and Ndi; largest of these is the Sagala location where the community is concentrated
on the higher parts of the Ndara-Sagala ridge.

The remainder of the area is uninhabited apart from tribesmen who enter it
with the object of hunting illegally for ivory, rhino. horn, meat and skins. They
include Wakamba, Wataita and Wagiriama, who use the poisoned arrow and a
variety of traps to take a considerable annual toll of game, particularly elephant
and rhinoceros, in spite of continued preventive efforts on the part of Wardens and
Rangers.

In an otherwise arid region the presence of perennial flowing water in the Galana,
and permanent water at Aruba and Kandecha on the Voi river, attracts considerable
numbers of game to this part of the Tsavo Park. Herds of elephant can be seen

(
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STATION
ANNUAL TOTAL

I Number of
(Height in ft.) 1953 1954 1955 1956

Average I Years Recorded

I

I

,837 .. .. 19.94 11.88 15'56 24.49 20.98 51
, 1,528 .. .. 17'45

I
8,55 - 15.92 13,87 26

I

Temperatures (degrees F.) recorded at Voi during 1955 were as follows:-

Mean

I

Mean Mean

I

Highest Lowest
Maximum Minimum Maximum Minimum

I

76,9 I 86,8 66'9 I 99.1 55.1
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watering at these localities particularly during the dry season. The lower Tiva is also
well populated with game, but the river bed is often dry for long periods between
rains. There are many water-holes in the bushland areas interven:ng between the
main rivers, and these also attract game after the rains until they eventually dry out.
Perhaps the best known is the water-hole at Mudanda Rock. Rhingceros and buffalo
are not uncommon throughout the area in addition to elephaht. Lio'n and leopard
are less frequently encountered but are seen and heard from time to time. Water-
buck are numerous near the rivers, whilst giraffe, zebra, impala, eland and gazelle
graze widely over the bush plainlands. Crocodile infest the Athi and Galana, and
hippopotamus are to be seen occasionally at Lugard's Falls and in pools on the Athi.

II-HISTORY AND PREVIOUS GEOLOGICAL WORK

The majority of the early East African explorers followed caravan tracks
extending inland to Taveta or Tsavo from the mission station at Rabai near
Mombasa. This route, which until the end of the last century was no more than a
foot-track, is today roughly followed by the road and railway which skirts Sagala,
or Ndara, and the eastern Taita hills. The Rev. J. L. Krapf followed this path in
1849, and 1851 on his journeys to Wakamba country (Krapf, 1860, p. 303) and was
followed in 1877 by J. M. Hildebrandt (1879, pp. 241-278). The region was also
visited by van der Decken and A. Kersten (von der Decken, 1879) and H. Meyer
(I 890), who like Hildebrandt collected various rocks including Duruma Sandstones,
crystalline limestones, biotite and hornblende gneisses, and pegmatites, some of the
latter from near Ndara. Petrographic descriptions of a number of these rocks were
given by Beyrich (1878), Hyland Shearson (1889), and Tenne (1890). Later Stromer
von Reichenbach (18%) summarized the researches of all the early travellers to this
part of Kenya, but without actually visiting East Africa himself. At this time another
[rack leading from the coast into Ukamba followed the Galana river for over seventy
miles and was regularly used by ivory and slave traders. I'll 1890 Capt. F. D. Lugard
spent several months in clearing a trade route along the Galana on behalf of the
Imperial British East Africa Company (McDermott, 1893, p. 209) and during this
reconnaissance at longitude 38° 43' E. discovered the falls that bear his name. I'll
the following year a survey was started to select the most suitable alignment for
a railway from the coast to the interior. Two survey groups were used, the first
under Capt. MacDonald, R. E., Lieut. Twining, R. E. and Sgt. Thomas (a surveyor
of the Public Works Department of India) investigated the Galana from Makongeni
to Tsavo, whilst the second under Capt. Pringle and Lieut. Austin of the Royal
Engineers in company with Mr. F. J. Jackson followed the caravan route via Taru
to the Tsavo river, which was reached by both parties in mid-January, 1893, (HilL
1949, pp. 61-62). Construction of the railway on the route followed by the second
party started in 1896 and reached Tsavo two years later. During this period lions
terrorized the work gangs and are recorded as having killed 28 Indian coolie
labourers and SCDres of Africans, in the vicinity of Tsavo during the latter months
of 1898 (Patterson, 1907, p. 106).

The survey party of Pringle and Austin was closely followed by J. W. Gregory
who bivouacked in the vicinity of Sagala, the Voi river, and Ndi in March, 1892
on his way to Mt. Kenya and Baringo, and returned later in the year via the Galana
(I 894; 18%, pp. 68-69, p. 207). Some of the geological specimens collected by
Gregory near Lugard's Falls were later described by Prior (1903, p. 230). C. W.
Hobley, (1895, pp. 545-561) also travelled to Ndara, Ndi, and Tsavo in 1892 and
described prominent rocky ridges of pink gneiss traversing the country in a north-
south direction in the Tsavo valley, and limestones and metamorphic rocks west of
VoL E. E. Walker visited the Ndara and Ndi hills in 1902 and briefly described
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gneisses outcropping there and crystalline limestones which he recorded in the Voi
river, at the western margin of the area; later in the same year he spent several
days in the Athi valley and described part of the Yatta plateau which he followed
for a distance of 25 miles southwards from the Kibwezi-Kitui road (1903, pp. 2-4).
Between December, 1905, and September, 1906, H. B. Muff (Maufe) made a geological
traverse along the Kenya-Uganda railway from Mombasa to Kisumu and in his
report (Maufe, 1908, p. 20) included an account of the hornblendic and garnetiferous
gneisses of Voi as part of a general description of the gneisses of the interior.
Shortly after Maufe had completed his traverses Capt. L. Aylmer, of the King's
African Rifles, journeyed from Ikutha down the Tiva to about longitude 39° 30' E.,
exploring the lower reaches of this little known river in an attempt to discover
whether it reached the Tana. He discovered that it eventually petered out in the
desert before reaching the Tana valley (Aylmer, 1908).

Gregory returned on a second visit to Kenya in 1919, and in company with
C. W. Hobley, W. McGregor Ross, and H. L. Sikes made further journeys in the
Colony. These included one down the Galana from Voi to Lango Baya, 25 miles
west-north-west of Malindi. A geological account of the Galana river section was
published two years later (Gregory, 1921, p. 54), and shortly afterwards a summary
of the geology of East Africa appeared as part of a descriptive ge,ology of Africa
(Krenkel, 1925). The accompanying geological map (p. 342) extends the Duruma
Sandstones far to the west of the boundaries determined in both the Voi area and
the Kasigau-Kurase area (Saggerson, 1962) to the south.

Busk and Verteuil (1938) also showed the approximate western boundaries of
the Duruma Sandstones in a geological map of the Coastal region. In this case the
Permo-Triassic formations of the Ga1ana valley are shown to terminate some thirty
miles east of the Yatta plateau, whereas in fact the contact is closely adjacent to the
eastern extremity of the plateau.

The geology of the areas adjacent to that dealt with in this report is described
in Geological Survey reports by Parkinson (1947, Mtito Andei area, on the west),
Sanders (1959, Mid-Galana area, on the east), and Saggerson (1962, Kasigau-Kurase
area, on the south).

III-PHYSIOGRAPHY

Erosion Surjaces.-The highest points in the area are the summits of Ndara
(4,690 feet) in the south-west, and the isolated hills Voi (3,052 feet), Irima (2,991
feet), and Manga (2,769 fe~t), which rise sharply from plain-level between Manyani
and Voi, forming the eastern foothills of the Taita uplands. Sagala (4,982 feet), the
highest point on the Sagala-Ndara ridge lies a little south of the southern boundary
of the Voi area. The Sagala-Ndara ridge may represent a residual from the Cretaceous
peneplain recognized in the Maralal area, north of Mt. Kenya (Shackleton, 1946, p. 44),
and known over a considerable part of Africa (Dixey, 1945, p. 243; Dixey in a later
paper, 1948, Fig. 1, referred to a surface lower than Shackleton's Cretaceous surface as
end-Cretaceous). Both Sagala and the hills north of Voi have probably been lowered
several hundreds of feet since the late Mesozoic.

North of the Galana river, plateau phonolites of the south Yatta region rest
unconformably on planed-off gneisses of the Basement System. The sub-lava surface
slopes gently downwards from a level of 2,500 feet at Wathoni, in the north-west, to
about 2,000 feet immediately north of the Tsavo-Athi cOnfluence, a gradient of about
12 feet per mile in a S.S.E. direction. Between Tsavo and Ata at the eastern end of
the plateau, however, the slope of the sub-lava floor is steeper, and it is evident that
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gneisses outcropping there and crystalline limestones which he recorded in the Voi
river, at the western margin of the area; later in the same year he spent several
days in the Athi valley and described part of the Yatta plateau which he followed
for a distance of 25 miles southwards from the Kibwezi-Kitui road (1903, pp. 2-4).
Between December, 1905, and September, 1906, H. B. Muff (Maufe) made a geological
traverse along the Kenya-Uganda railway from Mombasa to Kisumu and in his
report (Maufe, 1908, p. 20) included an account of the hornblendic and garnetiferous
gneisses of Voi as part of a general description of the gneisses of the interior.
Shortly after Maufe had completed his traverses Capt. L. Aylmer, of the King's
African Rifles, journeyed from Ikutha down the Tiva to about longitude 39° 30' E.,
exploring the lower reaches of this little known river in an attempt to discover
whether it reached the Tana. He discovered that it eventually petered out in the
desert before reaching the Tana valley (Aylmer, 1908).

Gregory returned on a second visit to Kenya in 1919, and in company with
C. W. Hobley, W. McGregor Ross, and H. L. Sikes made further journeys in the
Colony. These included one down the Galana from Voi to Lango Baya, 25 miles
west-north-west of Malindi. A geological account of the Galana river section was
published two years later (Gregory, 1921, p. 54), and shortly afterwards a summary
of the geology of East Africa appeared as part of a descriptive ge,ology of Africa
(Krenkel, 1925). The accompanying geological map (p. 342) extends the Duruma
Sandstones far to the west of the boundaries determined in both the Voi area and
the Kasigau-Kurase area (Saggerson, 1962) to the south.

Busk and Verteuil (1938) also showed the approximate western boundaries of
the Duruma Sandstones in a geological map of the Coastal region. In this case the
Permo-Triassic formations of the Ga1ana valley are shown to terminate some thirty
miles east of the Yatta plateau, whereas in fact the contact is closely adjacent to the
eastern extremity of the plateau.

The geology of the areas adjacent to that dealt with in this report is described
in Geological Survey reports by Parkinson (1947, Mtito Andei area, on the west),
Sanders (1959, Mid-Galana area, on the east), and Saggerson (1962, Kasigau-Kurase
area, on the south).

III-PHYSIOGRAPHY
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about 2,000 feet immediately north of the Tsavo-Athi cOnfluence, a gradient of about
12 feet per mile in a S.S.E. direction. Between Tsavo and Ata at the eastern end of
the plateau, however, the slope of the sub-lava floor is steeper, and it is evident that

r

;c""'"

1 he recorded 111 [11c Vui
L119? [11 1|1e name 1-91? he 5111211 5:131:13

\' in [he Ami valley- ;111d dexuribtd 11:1:L Of 1111‘ Yuilu plat-mu 'whiuh he folluuud
L1 diS1:111cc (1f 35 11111cs southwards 1111111 [he Kibucziikilui ['0l {WU}. 1111. Bull.

B:‘I\\C€H Decmnhu: [9115. and Scpmznhcr. [9111}. H. B. .\IL11'1' [Mnilfm made a gcuiogicall
[:"L1\-'£['\E‘ along 1h: Kcnyu—nundu 1111111111 1111111 \1111111111511 10 Kimmu and 1:1 111‘.
report {NILiLll‘C‘ l‘Jl'IS. 51. 2111 include-11 ;1

gncim‘m unwrapping 111cm £11111 1:;‘15111111119 '11111tx‘11111'ex uh'
1'11'21'. .11 the western 1113115111 UL' 111c 1111'
.1L.

[Hall

1 account 111‘ the |:1’1I'11hl1‘11dic :111d gii1'z1c1ii‘cr11ux
311015508 (11 \hi Li) purl 111‘ LL gencml 1161311111011 01' 1310. gnciwnm 111‘ {he 551113111111
511111111 .‘1l‘lcr .\l.111|'-c 11:;11 1’1111‘11lc1c1l 11.x 11'.1‘.c1'xc> ("£111. 1., \_\!1111‘:‘. 111’ 111-: King}
”1111:1111 Riflcx. iuumcy‘d from lkLlLEm 11111111 the [11:1 111 :11111111 11111311111lc 71'! 311' F.“
:xplnring [he hmcr' I‘L‘JL‘hL‘K 111' 1111K. iitllc K1111\\:1 river i'1 ..'Li.L'|‘|1;'1 [11 1128911111
-.~.}11*1hcr 51 'CLLLJh'E‘d 1|1u 1111111. H-c Liiwmcrcd 1|:111 i1 cxcntuaih 11111-1911 -.1.1-: 111 :51;-
.1c~.c1'1 11:11:11.- washing [11: T1111 \11H1‘j. 1\j\',111ur'. |'-Jl"-\‘II.

(jl'cgnry 1'1‘111:'11CLI 1,151 :1 «1:11:10. \|~~|i 111 K0111 i'1 WI'J. .11111 in gun-.1113; will.
i, \V, Huhlcy W] \ICGru-gnr R11\\_ .1111] H. 1_ 9111‘» 111.,11J1‘ 1-1.1‘11101' 3111:1311» '11 1111'
(11111131 'lhc<c 1113111111 1111:: 11111111 1311* (1111.111 1' 11 V11? 111 I.111g-.1 R 2* mil-1w
"\\1‘\[~1‘|1)['lh~\\|351 111’ Hahn-111. A gcnlugiunl .1cc11.1111 111' 1111’ (1311.111 1" '
11111111511111 1‘.\11 1:111'x 1.1m? King-111‘:-
ul [he gcolu-rw 111' 1"..1x1 A\[ric:: :11,1l..1:-.1'ud 11\ 111”. .n._' .: dL’xQI':[1"\.c gL‘UI-r‘ 11: 31111-12
fKrunkcL 151‘ '

\cciiun '11 LL\
[HZI‘ 11 ;11. 11:11i £10131 :11’1i-1“-\\;11‘11x :1 s=111111111111

H1

'11'11‘. 1111111 1;: All} C\1c11d\ 1hr D11rL'.:1'.L1’Ilic :11‘g11111}‘-;:11}111; gum
‘~:1111|\'11111cs 1111' :11 111: um 111' lb: 1111111151. 11231111111111 111 11.1111 111; \-.1: .:1‘1!
‘hC K£l\ig{1LJ*KlJi‘i1\C 1111111 1%; ‘crwn. E51112: 111 1111" wulh.

Bunk .1111? \'1.‘1'1.c11il 1")381 :1I'u: al‘numi Ihc .111111'1-\.i:11:11-; '111‘x1u‘11 I11:11:111:-.:':L‘x 11}
1‘11" D111‘1111111 Sundsluncx :11 '-
]}

[11 1111\ 111w 1111'
1111.1;1? \11111-: 1111111

11 11-11 1,1111 (11111:.1'1 :~ L'inx-clj. .11

-{\1|‘,13::L 11:111. 11I' Hm (-.
1‘1'11111~|'1'i;1%\1c 1.1111141: 01', 1-11.11} 111‘: \E11m‘1 111

"1"];‘5 cut of 1111“ Ydllii }1|.11c.111
3.,1\1cr:1 cx'ir-cmil; 111' 111: pl;-.1c.,1.,1

1‘1 111-:

The gculug} 01 1h: arm; 111171;:11‘111 :1: 1:111
1:1 (31:1'1l11g11‘11l \LH'RC} 1’1‘11111'1x I1} I‘11“l\:1:x.1:1 1‘1""

:11 1.1.5111 11 111:» "11111211 -\ dew-JTEL'J
\lliin \ndcl 1-1121. -.1:1 Ehc 11mm

\1111dc1's I'l‘JfiLJ‘ Midtllmu 111111. 1111 1111‘ 3.1611, 1.1111 Halggghun 1i-.H.'.:_ [\LuigdLlrllaax;
Jim. 01 1h: \1111:l11.

llI il’H\ SIUGRAI’HX

1:.1'11\.-".u.' .5.-'1."j1.-.- 1.1. 1111‘ high-0'1 31 1.5 11: 1:11‘ .1:'c.1 :11“: 1E1: \111‘::11'.1x 111 \LI 111.
:41941] 12:11 111 1h: “113111.410“. 111111 11:: 1x11111111 F1i.|\ \UJ 131%“ [mu [1111111 1149'
;CCEI. .1111‘I Mung-:1 137m! i'cgli, «1111111 riw‘ \hql} [11:11.1 11:}. ' i). 1\\C<‘1‘: “(1111113,
11'111 V1111 11131111111; [ht unlcm [unthilix u; 1311; 71.11111 111}L1111;\ \Imulu 143152 I‘c . 1111-

'1cx1 11111111 1,111 the \11211!;1»!\J;11‘;1 ridge '11:: :1 llilic \11111?1 11! III; “1111111711 1111111111313
11| Lhu \' 111 11:11:. if hu: Rugukrfidum 1111;1' 111a}, 1351;09111 Ll :‘L-wiguui 1111111 111-: (, I'c'ldL'CUl
pc11€p':1i:1 recogni/ud :11 111C Mural-4| 11mm. 11111131 11} Mi. ixcngr: Whacklcinlx H4111 :3. 441,
:1111‘} 5111111111 111'c1’ 11 {1111\1dcl'uh‘n.‘ 11:11‘1 111 -\I'1:';:-. III)1\c:-.. W41. 11‘ 343. Due; :11 :1 1:111"
111111111 E9415" fig, I‘ 11--
cz111—(7'1‘c111ce1111:I. B111}
wwz'ui hundrcda 11f

:11 11 \112'1'111'3 1111.1 c1 111L111 Shackleton} ( mutucnm \=.1:'l'1'1-;c L1\
:[1 .111Li 111-3 314% 1111‘ E 111' \'111 11:11.;- 11.".111;1I1‘j. b11111 1111136111;

\lHL‘L‘ lhu lizic :\IL'~.11/LI:L'.

IC‘QlUE |‘L‘:\‘LNufth 111 111-: (,j:1l:11111 1‘:\;1‘_ plate-{111 phonuiilcx 11-1 111C ‘111111'1 Yuma
.Inc-11111011111151} 1:11 111:111611—1111 gncix'xm 111 1111‘ BLi\L‘H'IL’['I'l 5}S 1:. [hr x..1'11— .1 <:.1r!‘.1;1-
flops gemly [11‘\\]1'\\{1"(!N 1111111 :1 Icvcl 111' 2.51111 111:1 Lil “1111111111. i1‘.- :21: 1111111111114. [1:
111111111 2.111111 10:1 1111111CL1311IC'.) 11111121 111' {11¢ ’Ewm—AAhi qanflucncu. 111cm 11:" 1111171111
ll fc j) , 111.1]: 111 :1 8.5.11" 1ilrcc1i11j1. Bunsen [7811111 :11111 .\L1 111 111C cuxlcrn C1111 111'
111: pluleml. mucwr. 1|1u xlupc of U1;- “111—1111;. How: i.~ «lc-cpw. 21rd 1‘. ix 91.153311 [11:11



6

.1060'

.1020'

~,

. EMUSYA
.940'

3°00'5.

0'1

if
~'

.1320

~ Re,idual,f'Omthe
~ C..taceou, (') 'u,f".

f7777I Sub.Miocene'u,tace
~ unde, lava

D End-T.,ba,y ,u,face

'.1486

.~

~ Goad'en" of ,udace'
(feet pe' mile)

.720' Spot-heigh" (feet)

.,450'
~.

.~

x.'o
5 '0 MilES'

t.

'"
cc
~'"

30' S.

Fig. I-Physiographical map of the Voi-South Yatta area

I

6

.1060'

.1020'

~,

. EMUSYA
.940'

3°00'5.

0'1

if
~'

.1320

~ Re,idual,f'Omthe
~ C..taceou, (') 'u,f".

f7777I Sub.Miocene'u,tace
~ unde, lava

D End-T.,ba,y ,u,face

'.1486

.~

~ Goad'en" of ,udace'
(feet pe' mile)

.720' Spot-heigh" (feet)

.,450'
~.

.~

x.'o
5 '0 MilES'

t.

'"
cc
~'"

30' S.

Fig. I-Physiographical map of the Voi-South Yatta area

I

(1

-.‘- (arr'atdb

Suh “Hate-r" sur‘zcc
marr .eu-a

Grain-n15 o‘
{[931 :5:

5m: E-r gm: Heat]

, I—I‘11}si(agl'upliic:ll map 01' IIIL‘ \(si-Hnulll \:Ill:l are"

39
'1"

"
i



7

the maximum gradient is towards the east or E.s.E. at about 35 feet per mile. The
eastward slope is greater than both the inclination of the end-Tertiary peneplain
and the indicated slope of the sub-Miocene surface elsewhere in eastern Kenya. To
the north, in Kitui (Schoeman, 1948, p. 6; Sanders, 1954, p. 3) and south-east
Machakos (Dodson, 1953, p. 3) this surface has been correlated with the sub-Miocene
erosion surface of Shackleton (1946, p. 4), which on the eastern fringes of the
Laikipia plateau and at the southern foot of the Karissia hills has Miocene sediments
preserved on it beneath the overlying lavas. No similar sediments have been found
beneath the Yatta phonolites, however, and a correlation of the sub-lava surface
with the sub-Miocene surface of north-central Kenya can at present be based only on
physiographical and geological similarity. The base of the Yatta phonolite descends
almost to a common level with the surrounding plains in the east, giving rise to a
topographic feature that is insignificant by comparison with the bold escarpments
at the edges of the flow further to the west, for example in the vicinity of Tsavo.
In the writer's opinion total uplift during the Miocene and early Pliocene was
evidently greater in the western part of the area.

Apart from the few hills in the south-west and the Yatta plateau, the area
consists of flat or gently undulating plains of the Nyika, with coastward gradient of
about 20 feet per mile. The plains appear to represent an old peneplain surface,
possibly of upper Pliocene age (Caswell, 1956, p. 6) and which has subsequently
been sculptured by river erosion. It is correlated with the end-Tertiary erosion
surface recognized widely in much of eastern Kenya and neighbouring territories.

The YaIla Plateau.- The Yatta plateau provides the main watershed, to the
south of which the Galana and its tributaries the Mbololo and Punda Mlia have
dissected the end-Tertiary surface to a depth of over two hundred feet. In this
region the residual soils are thin and streams have sculptured the underlying
metamorphic rocks, exposing ribs of resistant gneiss between the valleys, which have
usually been etched in the softer members of the metamorphic series.

The elevated flat summit of the Yatta plateau stretches across the horizon for
many miles to the north and east of Tsavo (Plate I, Fig. 2). The plateau has a total
length of roughly 170 miles, extending from 01 Doinyo Sapuk near Nairobi to
the Galana valley at longitude 38° 55' E. For the whole of this distance it seldom
exceeds three miles in width. The plateau owes its existence to a flow of coarsely
porphyritic phonolite, some 25 to 40 feet in thickness, forming a resistant capping
to the steeply-dipping gneisses that it overlies. The lava rim forms a vertical cliff
at the summit of steep escarpments on both the eastern and western sides of the
plateau; the escarpments slope at about 30 degrees and are usually mantled with
phonolite talus, including blocks measuring many feet across that han fallen from
the edges of the lava outcrop. A series of embayments, intervening spurs, and
occasional lava-capped outliers (Plate I, Fig. 1) characterize the western and southern
face of the escarpment where it has been incised by tributaries of the Athi and
Galana. The western section of the plateau from Wathoni to Tsavo is continuous;
although some of the embayments in the edges of the lava are deep, they fail to
breach the full width of the plateau. In the south, however, at Thabangunji and
Mopea near Lugard's Falls, there are several gaps in the plateau which has been
broken into a series of flat-topped hills separated by narrow valleys. The summits of
the escarpments overlooking the Athi and Galana valleys stand some 700 feet above
river level; those bounding the northern and eastern sides of the plateau seldom reach
500 feet above plain level, and east of the Mopea gap they are much reduced in
height.

Drainage and Physiographical Evolution.- The Athi, Tsavo (Plate IV, Fig. 2)
and Galana are the only perennial rivers in south-eastern Kenya, apart from a few
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streams like the Mwachi, at the coast. The direction of flow of the Tsavo and Galana
is roughly perpendicular to the regional strike of the metamorphic and sedimentary
rocks over which they pass from the region of Kilimanjaro towards the coast. The
Athi is a subsequent stream with head-waters on the lavas near Nairobi from where
its course follows closely the regional strike of the Basement System to Tsavo, a
distance of about 150 miles. The Tiva, which dries out between rainy seasons,
enters the area in the north-west and from near Wathoni follows an easterly course
until it peters out in the arid plainlands towards the lower Tana. At Wathoni it
changes direction through almost a right-angle at an elbow of capture from which
the former course of the river extended southwards, closely following the eastern
foot of the Yatta plateau. The form of the broad abandoned valley can be clearly
seen between Kiasa and the plateau, and from there can be followed towards the
Mopea gap for a distance of approximately 30 miles. The bed of the Tiva near the
Wathoni elbow of capture stands at 1,470 feet, whilst the old river alluvium is
preserved at a height of 1,800 feet near Kiasa, from where the abandoned valley
descends to about 1,400 feet at the Mopea gap, a gradient of approximately 13 feet
per mile, comparing with the present gradient of the Galana which between Tsavo
and Sobo is about 15 feet per mile.

Recognition of capture of the lower Tiva explains the remarkably long and
narrow form of the Yatta plateau, and enables an interpretation of post-Miocene
erosion events in this region (Fig. 2). They are considered to have been as follows:-

(a) In the Miocene period highly mobile phonolitic lava was extruded from a
number of centres in the east of the region and flowed over the pre-
Miocene surface, the flows being controlled by pre-existing valleys.

(b) Subsequent drainage developing in the grain of the Basement System blocks
and between them and the lavas progressively reduced the lava area and
lowered the metamorphic uplands. Uplift in the west proceeded at a greater
rate than that in the east during the late Tertiary, as is shown by the
relationship of the sub-Miocene and end-Tertiary surfaces, and was sufficient
to impart a tilt to the sub-Miocene surface.

(c) By early Pleistocene times the surface of the metamorphic rocks had been
reduced well below the level of the Yatta phonolite which stood as the
watershed between two parallel consequent streams, the Athi and the Tiva.
The bed of the Galana river was probably lower than that of the Tiva,
enabling tributaries of the former to incise the southern lava margin and
eventually to break through the plateau and capture the lower Tiva via the
Mopea gap.

(d) As a result of continuing uplift or fall in sea-level a tributary of the Tana
captured the middle Tiva, leaving an abandoned valley to the east of the
Yatta watershed which by now was reduced to a narrow lava strip; this
second capture of the Tiva possibly occurred during one of the Pleistocene
pluvial periods.

Recent dissection of the Tiva has carried the present river bed at Wathoni to a
level some 300 feet below that of its abandoned course in the vicinity of Kiasa, and
the eastern escarpments of the Yatta plateau north of Wathoni are in consequence
-conspicuously higher than those to the south. Similarly the beds of both the Athi
and Galana have been lowered well below the abandoned lower course of the Tiva.

To summarize, the present curious form of the south Yatta plateau is a direct
result of erosion processes largely governed by fluctuating river action in geological
periods when rainfall and run-off wefe greater than they are today.
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Fig. 2-Physiographical evolution of the Voi-South Yatta area in post-Miocene times:--

Stage I-Development of subsequent drainage in the grain of the Basement System.
Lateral erosion of lava.

Stage 2-Rednction of elevated Basement System areas. Reduction of the lava plateau,
and beheading of eastern tributary of the Tiva.

Stage 3-Capture of the lower Tiva river by a tributary of the Galana river via the
Mopea gap.

Stage 4-Captnre of the middle Tiva river by a tributary of the Tana river.
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IV-SUMMARY OF GEOLOGY

Migmatites, gneisses, granulites, schists and crystalline limestones of the Basement
System compose roughly three-quarters of the rocks underlying the area. In the east
conglomerates, arkoses and grits .of upper Carboniferous or Permian age are faulted
against the Basement System; these sediments are part of the Duruma Sandstones,
correlated with the Karroo System of South and Central Africa. North of the Galana
river an almost continuous narrow outCrD'P of plateau phonolite, between 25 and
40 feet thick, rests unconformably on the metamorphic rocks. Near the eastern
limits of the plateau the lava outcrop broadens to cover an area of about 70 square
miles where there are numerous phonolite plugs, and denuded cones, in a confused
field of scoriaceous lava. Rare alkaline dyke rocks of post-Karroo age are found
cutting both Basement System and Duruma Sandstones, whilst thin superficial red
sandy soils, black soils, kunkar limestone, and lateritic ironstone mantle the poorly
exposed metamorphic and sedimentary rocks.

V-DETAILS OF GEOLOGY

1. Basement System

Banded migmatites, microc1ine-rich granitoid gneisses, and biotitic gneisses with
steep westerly-dipping foliations trend regularly through the area in a north-north-
westerly direction. Some of the thin granitoid gneisses contain disseminated copper
sulphides. They are intercalated with garnetiferous gneisses and schists, graphitic
and calcareous gneisses and schists, amphibolites and crystalline limestones. A repre-
sentative section across the prevailing strike can best be seen in the Tsavo and
Galana rivers; elsewhere only the more granitoid or migmatitic rocks tend to out-
crop in isolated tors and whale-back ridges.

Between the Tsavo-Athi confluence and Ithangethi at longitude 38° 47' E. in
the Galana valley, banded and contorted hornblende migmatites are common; they
often contain massive pegmatite segregations, dark amphibolite inclusions, and ribs
of migmatized garnetiferous or diopsidic gneiss. In this part of the Basement System
the rocks have been regionally metamorphosed to a high degree, recrystallized and
migmatitized and have been subjected to intense plastic deformation as is evidenced
by the flow-folding and "pinch and swell" structures which can be seen in many
exposures.

West of the Tsavo-Athi confluence migmatization is somewhat reduced, and
original pelitic sediments are represented by isoc1inally-folded garnetiferous and
graphitic gneisses, which are interstratified with thin hornblendic and hornblende-
garnet gneisses. Granitization processes have been active throughout, felspar
porphyroblasts and augen being a common feature in the pelitic gneisses and schists.
Rocks forming a continuation of this zone are found in Sagala and the hills near
V oi where massive hornblende-garnet and hornblende-biotite gneisses are well exposed;
the latter .often contain diopsidic lenses and schlieren indicating an even more
calcareous composition for some of the original sediments.

East of Ithangethi .steep westerly-dipping migmatites give way abruptly to a
non-migmatized assemblage of metamorphosed pelitic, psammitic, and calcareous
sediments, here named the Sobo Formation. The bulk of the sediments of the
formation are flaggy medium-grade garnetiferous schists and granulites, thin quartzites,
abundant crystalline limestones, fissile hornblendic gneisses and dark garnet
amphibolites. Foliation dips are generally considerably less than 30 degrees, and
although it is affected by faults the formation presents a remarkably stratiform
appearance; it occupies a zone some eight or nine miles in width between the Lugard's
Fal!s-Ithangethi migmatites and the western limits of the Duruma Sandstones.
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Owing to acute folding and the obliteration of marker horizons by granitizatiol)
it is difficult to establish a succession for the migmatized rocks, but it is possible
to quote an apparent succession for the metamorphosed sedimentary rocks outcropping
east of Ithangethi, although no structural evidence to indicate that the series is a
straight succession could be obtained. In the Galana section from Ithangethi to
near Sobo the succession reads as follows:--

Upper

Lower

SOBO FORMATION

Hornblende-garnet para-gneisses

Calc-silicate para-gmnulites and gneisses
Crystalline limestone . .

Flaggy garnetiferous para-gneisses

Crystalline limestone.. . .
Flaggy biotite para-gneisses and schists

Crystalline limestone..

Flaggy garnetiferous para-gneisses
Crystalline limestone

Quartzo-fe1spathic garnetiferous granulites
para-gneisses

Calc-silicate para-gneisses
Crystalline limestone

Flaggy biotite-garnet para-gneisses

Quartzose para-gneisses. .
Crystalline limestone. .

Flaggy biotite para-gneisses
Quartzo-fe1spathic para-gneisses
Crystalline limestone

Calc-silicate para-gneisses
Flaggy biotite-garnet para-gneisses

Garnet amphibolite
Garnetiferous para-gneisses and granulites

Garnet amphibolite
Garn~tiferous para-gneiss
Garnet amphibolite

Garnetiferous para-granulites
Garnet amphibolite

Garnetiferous para-granulites
Calcareous para-gneisses

Crystalline limestone

Biotite para-gneisses

Hornblende-biotite para-gneisses

Thickness
in feet

50

60

20
400

10

120

25

200

30
and

300
3
2

30

20

20

100

400

30

15

200
20

150
20

2

15

6
5

10

80
16

180
60

Total thickness 2,599
--
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In the Sagala hills measurable sections similar to those in the Galana river are
not available, but three main groups can be distinguished and were used as a basis
for geological mapping:-

Approximate
thi::kness

(feet)
Upper 3 Hornblende-garnet (andradite) - scapolite para-

gneisses-a cliff-forming stratiform group of coarse
felspathic gneisses

2 Hornblende-biotite banded gneisses with garnet-
epidote inclusions-darker and more strongly
differentiated into quartzo-felspathic and amphi-
bolitic parts than (3) ..

300-400

at least 500

Felspar porphyroblast and augen gneisses, biotite
para-gneisses, and biotite hornblende para-gneisses-
contains several contrasting groups, varying from
massive to flaggy. The rocks are generally lighter in
colour than (2) and (3) at least 2,000

Total thickness 2,900
----

For convenience the Basement System rocks together with pre-tectonic intrusive
igneous wcks are described under the following headings:-

(1) Metamorphosed Non-migmatized Sediments

(a) Calcareous

Crystalline limestones.

Calc-silicate granulites.

(b) Pelitic and semi-pelitic

Garnetiferous para-gneisses and granulites.

Sillimanite para-gneisses.
Graphite para-gneisses.

Biotite granulites.
Chlorite schists.

(c) Psammitic

Quartzites.
Quartz-felspar para-granulites.

Spessartite granulites.

(2) Metamorphosed Volcanic Rocks (?)
Hornblende-garnet gneisses.

Plagioclase amphibolites.

(3) Cataclasites
Sheared gneisses.

Mylonites.
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(4) Migmatites

Banded and contorted biotite-hornblende gneisses.

Amphibolites.

(5) Anatectic or Palingenetic Rocks

Quartz-microcline-biotite granitoid gneisses.

Pegmatites.

(6) Metamorphosed Basic and Ultra-basic Intrusive Igneous Rocks

Garnet amphibolites.
Hornblendites.

Epidiorites.
Serpentines.

(1) METAMORPHOSED SEDIMENTS

(a) Calcareous Rocks

Crystalline Limestones.-Coarsely crystalline limestones varying from white to
pink in colour are found in the eastern half of the area and also in the extreme
south-west. The purest varieties were observed in the latter locality where massive
outcrops of coarse ash-white limestone (specimens 65/422 *, and 65/ 430) can be
followed from approximately four miles west .of Sagala to where they cross the
Voi river about four miles west-south-west of Voi and continue northwards. A broad
rib of similar limestone, flecked with dusty graphitic inclusions (specimens 65/367
and 65/368) can be traced discontinuously from ten miles south-east of Kiasa on
the line of the Mopea gap to .beyond the Mbololo river south of Lugard's Falls, a
distance of over 30 miles, and further outcrops of parallel trend are well-exposed
in the Galana river approximately 1,000 yards below the falls.

Apart from the massive limestones referred to above there are many relatively
thin and impure limestones containing abundant siliceous inclusions, which can best
be seen in the Galana valley between Lugard's Falls and Sobo. They are often
interstratified with calcareous gneisses and show flow-streaming of skarn-like
inclusions, indicating that at some stage of their formation they underwent viscous
flow whilst their country-rocks were relatively rigid (Plate II, fig. 2). The impure
limestones can be divided into two groups, (i) diopside and scapolite limestones, and
(ii) ophicalcites.

(i) The diopside and scapolite limestones are pink or grey, dappled with seapolite
and often contain siliceous, lenticular or distorted inclusions that are more resistant
than the enclosing limestone and stand out from weathered surfaces. Specimen
65/481, a pink limestone from four miles south of Ithangethi, is typical, containing
granoblasts of scapolite and sphene, occasional grains of quartz and rare brown
mica, in a coarsely crystalline calcite matrix. Some specimens, for example 65/382
from two miles south of Lugard's Falls, contain green grossularite in addition to
abundant diopside and some scapolite. Siliceous inclusions in the limestones (e.g.
specimen 65/478) consist of fine-grained aggregates of quartz and felspar in approxi-
mately equal proportions, with granular diopside, sphene and apatite.

(ii) Ophicalcites.-Limestones outcropping between Sobo and lthangethi are
conspicuous for their green coloration, which is imparted by an even distribution
of serpentine throughout the rocks, the serpentine often weathering out in granular

* Specimen numbers 65/422 etc. refer to material in the regional collections of the Geological
Survey, Nairobi.
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(i) The diopside and scapolite limestones are pink or grey, dappled with seapolite
and often contain siliceous, lenticular or distorted inclusions that are more resistant
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mica, in a coarsely crystalline calcite matrix. Some specimens, for example 65/382
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abundant diopside and some scapolite. Siliceous inclusions in the limestones (e.g.
specimen 65/478) consist of fine-grained aggregates of quartz and felspar in approxi-
mately equal proportions, with granular diopside, sphene and apatite.

(ii) Ophicalcites.-Limestones outcropping between Sobo and lthangethi are
conspicuous for their green coloration, which is imparted by an even distribution
of serpentine throughout the rocks, the serpentine often weathering out in granular

* Specimen numbers 65/422 etc. refer to material in the regional collections of the Geological
Survey, Nairobi.

I

f4) fi'lifinmsfirrA

Banded (and comm‘Lcd bimiIc-Emt‘ubicmiu U< r. 7‘ 1 n I

Amplilfimlilc»

(51 ,-I/.‘ur1'( {11‘ m‘ Pru’inluz‘lh'm‘ Ruth

QuaI'tI—mjcmdinc-Hume graniwid gncixscx
cnulitcx’.

“I“ ”Hwy."wim’umuj HJV} muf [,

(jurncl amphihnlilrx.
Hnrnblcndilc»
EL‘iLIEUTiTC'R
Scrpmlmcx

‘1‘ A\1Ei\\wm’w>~.1;n \‘LDmx \2»

'ux'u ( 1.333,, mu mix Rm in

Lic‘vn'xs'mwcm Conn“ inc mcxmnc‘ \L’u‘}.111g from “EMC 1“
rink 'n grul‘mf JTC Imam: 'H :h: kktTil #1111 ul' {he mm Ami 43w H I'm cvrem:

911nm

\dLllACSI. 1h: pLJ'mI mmclio uric \v‘wxcr‘xcfi In 111: finer 1m» .15' xxhcrc (mums
uljigl’np3 Ul umrx: Ash—while mnmmliu (\jflruuwm (‘5 LIZ“ and I’M ‘ gm hc
Iailnuvd I‘I‘nm appruvnmxtcly {our milm “1.01 0: \wgah In “\hc 11'
\KH J‘IVSY ui‘uu: Emu.“ miiu v.bkmu‘xhwuq AI’ \ A. .md gazliiliuc :mf;
[xr‘ mum Mt’ncmmc. flggkni mm dbl; grubby; :31cl.\m~ wxpgm‘wm 4W" 1:.
.md m MAW mm by Incul \ixxcunif":.J‘JLM} 1mm [in WILW \rlAEI‘i—cm'
Eh; M1; 31 H‘s Magma : [m ,E}L‘j».1fld Mm \hwhmx rtu'r mm uf 1,;1;
vJSlum‘c a! may 3U fhilo. oi ILJI’ll’k‘F «numb of uuxxlfl MUM
in My: (JLILIHLI THEY :mpmvmutch 1.1M“ yard; hgln'w m- 1.113

\PL‘J", "mm :31: 2714\m Hmmlmlcx J'd‘tr‘rcq 1‘,» $q J: 1 1". . :xc'.‘
' unfurx. which hm iwcv121711 .mxl {:‘npilrc Ti'mqmncx mnmmni ‘l 1:m:m[ xiligcmnL .

hc \ m 111v: (Lawn mile“. human [Aggmkt'x PAH" Ami Suba The} H";
.Jkk‘:[11c['\::‘.111:1:‘Lt \Hfl: uzlgurnm gflcdsm md \hmx IE\\";‘~~\ZTC;:']‘.‘:H‘:1 «‘1 {.mm.

ET]CiL1MUH\', imliculing {hut ,x: \m \Lwc utr Ihur l‘mmmljnn mu} lisl‘mCHL \EKJL'YLH
[hm \xhiixt Ihcir (OLLHIU—flk‘ki new z'cmd} jd \ZPJLMU II. if 11'. Thu impum
J;I’[]:‘\Iunex gm: b: Liflldmi mm mm 5’11)p m dmpédc Laml ~.'_mu]:1c llmcxuno. and
>l npémca'qlux.

'gki i1}: \nfi.‘I27 1m LL ”ism “fuzmwmw we pink A"
when cum‘xin \JICCLHix. Ecznlcuhi" w; dx‘nricd lzm'luxmm Hm m‘c mur‘c FCxl~if§IH

[2mm 1hr umlming lirtmsmnr Lmd Emmi om 27mm \wuihcrcd yts. Rpccimcn
M 45L u pink 1imc»mns t’r'mn 11am mikw mznh nt' Ithmgclhi‘ i» 11' cunmfnin;
granubkm» M \capnlim and \phcnc‘ nccm’miu: grams ul‘ gnarl? and I

:v"\. \Mm‘ <;‘.~J'T;-'w~. ’
L‘mmm

“arc brow :1
(-5 IN:sch awmllim m‘mic mummm. in 3. my

{rum mo mikx’ wmh of Lugm'd‘x
.Lbumiu'w: dmpxidu and mint \mpuM, 5:11;:m1x unluwm‘m 111 Hic Inmxmjh‘x m‘.‘
\pccimcn (35 47M comm HIV Nuc- mined r' 1c of quartz «M1 {cispu‘ m ln‘i'dU-
:rnlcly equal pmpnmnnx \V'Lh y‘multzr' \iinpsiuc. >phx‘fl‘: :md ‘

g"m\LL..1:‘iI; i1: midilfun gr

{v

11c.

Mt ()py’zn m“ [ iv‘wsqmncx vulcr‘n‘gpv EMMCQH Swim _m\i Illxumuihi :17:
7usrmpiquum {m‘ [huh grucn uriuz'uijw‘x, Him 1\ {mpumz b\ :11 mum Liffli‘li‘idiui"

unekuhu‘j’tg t ‘ ' mhrH1 4'w: xur'pcminc :hrnugho._u 13:: “at“. 11“.: urnmiiltu k._

1L:11H‘;‘T\ f“? 47: L‘l_. r‘q‘u‘ ‘u MLLLJW] :\ LM‘ "L‘gm‘ml mlfi‘gtiufls r1 My



14

form on exposed surfaces. In specimens 60/45 from Wathoni, 65/376 from the lower
Mbololo river (Fig. 3 (a)) and 65/377 from the Punda Mlia river, patches and pools
of soft pale green serpentine are seen to make up about one third of the mineral
composition of the limestones. Serpentine, olivine relics, phlogopite mica and calcite
are usually the only constituents in the specimens, but in some e.g. specimen 65/384
from the Mbololo river, and 65/442 from near the north-west corner of Ata, large
olivines are found in the serpentine. Green grossularite and colourless diopside also
appears in some specimens. The phlogopite is often colourless, and sometimes occurs
as large crystals.

Calc-silicate Granulites and Gneisses.-Dark grey or green rocks of calcareous
composition are found in thin ribs among the metamorphosed sedimentary rocks.
They are more abundant in the eastern parts of the area and are conspicuous for
their resistance to weathering, so that outcrops are typically tough and yield fresh
fracture surfaces when broken. The mineral constituents include quartz, felspar,
diopside (both colourless and pale green varieties), garnet, sphene, titanomagnetite
and occasional epidote, varying widely in their respective proportions. The rocks
range from pale-coloured gneissose felspathic varIeties like specimen 65/497 from
the lower Punda Mlia river, which consists largely of quartz and andesine with
granules of garnet, sphene and diopside, to dark diopside granulites similar to
specimen 65/373 from a half mile east of Lugard's Falls, and 65/386 from the
Galana river west of Sobo rock, which contains abundant scapolite and blue-green
granoblastic diopside in approximately equal proportions, together with small granules
of sphene, quartz and felspar. Epidote skarns are found as green patches both in the
crystalline limestones and the calcareous gneisses; specimens 65/425, and 65/427
taken from typical calc-silicate lenses in hornblende gneisses outcropping on the
north-eastern slopes of Sagala consist mainly of a tough homogeneous mass of
fine granoblastic green epidote with subsidiary amounts of garnet accompanied by
interstitial labradorite,' scapolite, sphene and pyrite.

Garnet is a prominent constituent mineral of the calc-silicate granulites and
gneisses; specimen 65/370 from near the contact of a crystalline limestone three
miles east of Ithangethi is a garnet-diopside granulite. Diopside forms approximately
three-quarters of the rock, whilst a pale pink garnet, scapolite and accessory sphene
constitute the remainder. In many of the calcareous gneisses there are narrow bands
of maroon or purple tough garnetiferous granulite of which specimen 65/365 from
the Mbololo river south of Lugard's Falls is typical; in thin section it is seen to
contain complex intergrowths of garnet, andesine and sometimes scapolite arranged
in folia between garnoblastic aggregates of hedenbergite, garnet and sphene. Pale
salmon pink vermicular garnet ,of this type is a feature of the garnetiferous granulites
in the locality and was described and figured by Prior (1903, p. 230; Plate V, Fig. 1)
from specimens collected by Gregory from near Lugard's Falls. Specimen 65/488
is a richly garnetiferous granulite from three miles south of Ithangethi. It contains
about 50 per ,cent of garnet in granular intergrowth with highly altered felspar,
together with abundant sphene and a small proportion of titanomagnetite. Specimen
65/378 from two miles south-east of Ithangethi is similar, containing large pale
golden brown garnets with minor amounts of diopside, apatite and quartz.

Epidote often occurs in lenses, veins and stringers in the hornblendic or diopsidic
gneisses and granulites and is readily distinguished by its pale yellow-green colour;
specimen 65/511 from three miles east of V oi is typical of this kind of vein, consisting
almost entirely of granular epidote with a small proportion of calcic plagioclase,
diopside, hornblende, garnet, sphene and iron ore.

A pale grey-green wollastonite gneiss was noted in the Punda Mlia river about
one mile from its confluence with the Galana. In thin section (specimen 65/361) it
is seen to contain well orientated wollastonite prisms, pale pink garnet, colourless to
pale green diopside and quartz.
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Some visuaJly estimated volumetric modes of some of the calc-silicate rocks are
as follows:-

Quartz
Fe1spar
Pyroxene
Wollastoni te
Garnet

Sphene
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38° 47' E.Wollastonite gneiss. Punda Mlia R., at long.
Epidote granulite. Three miles E. of Tsavo.

Garnet-diopside granulite. Mbololo R., at long. 38° 42' E.
Garnet-diopside gneiss. Galala R., at long. 38° 38' E.

(b) Pelitic and Semi-pelitic Rocks

Flaggy biotitic gneisses, fine-grained granulites, and thin fissile schists derived from
the metamorphism of argillaceous sediments are best displayed in the eastern part
of the area, particularly in that part of the Galana valley a few miles west of Sobo
rock, where the metamorphosed rocks of the Basement System have low dip, are
richly garnetiferous, and present a remarkably stratiform appearance. In the central
part of the area about Lugard's Falls undoubted argillaceous sediments are less easily
recognized owing to powerful migmatization, but in the west near Tsavo there are
numerous ribs of gneisses containing garnet, graphite, and albite-oligoclase porphy-
roblasts, which represent part of a granitized argillaceous formation.

Garnetiferous Para-gneisses and Granulites.- These include dark-coloured biotitic
fissile gneisses cantaining visible garnets. The granulites are generally lighter in colour
and less fissile, but alsO' cantain abundant garnets. Specimens 65/375 and 65/485 from
between Ithangethi and Soba are typical representatives of the garnetiferous para-
gneisses that outcrap in this part of the Galana valley. In thin section they are seen
ta cantain quartz and felspar in irregular falia with liberally distributed biatite, and
sparse pink garnet. The bulk of the felspar is andesine with subsidiary perthite or
aligoclase. Specimen 65/506 from the western slapes of Sagala, twO' miles narth af
Mashanda, is representative of the garnetiferaus granulites; it is weakly faliated and
pink in colaur, shawing in thin sectian an equi-granular masaic af quartz and albite-
aligoclase tagether with orthO'clase and a few shreds af biatite and scattered pink
garnets. Specimen 60/37 fram one mile west of the Tsava-Athi canfluence is caarser,
richly garnetiferaus, and contains little biatite.

Sillimanite Para-gneisses.-Sillimanite was rarely observed in the pelitic gneisses,
but accurs in same, and is generally accampanied by garnet, far example in specimen
65/379 from one and a half miles west of Soba Rock; this is a dark well faliated
biotitic gneiss containing large red-brawn garnets and incanspicuaus wisps af sillimanite
in the foliatian planes. In thin section it is seen ta cansist mainly of quartz and andesine
with garnets and felted masses af fibrolite needles arranged in sheafs bath in the
faliation and about the periphery af garnets (Fig. 3 (c)).
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(a) (b) (c)
Fig. 3-Drawings of thin sections of metamorphosed sedimentary rocks from the Voi-

South Yatta area:-

(a) Ophicalcite, from the Mbololo river. Specimen 65/376. Ordinary light, x 13. Serpentine
(S), calcite (C), phlogopite (P).

(b) Graphite para-gneiss, from a mile west of the Tsavo-Athi confluence. Specimen 60/59.
Ordinary light, x 13. Quartz (Q), felspar (F), graphite (G).

(c) Sillimanite para-gneiss, from 1! miles west of Sobo Rock. Specimen 65/379. Ordinary
light, x 13. Quartz (Q), felspar (F), garnet (G), sillimanite (S), biotite (8).

Graphitic Para-gneisses.-Grey fissile graphitic gneisses are a feature of the pelitic
succession in an area immediately west of the confluence of the Tsavo and Athi rivers,
where there are several horizons, each ranging between ten and thirty feet in width.
Weathered surfaces of the richer graphitic bands show a wavy foliation with augen of
quartz or felspar, and the surfaces often carry a yellow stain possibly caused by the
reduction of iron-bearing solutions by carbon. In thin section (e.g. specimen 60/59
from a mile west of the Tsavo-Athi confluence) quartz and oligoclase are seen to
make up the bulk of the rocks together with up to about ten per cent of graphite
flakes roughly arranged along the foliation. Some of the graphitic gneisses occurring
in this zone are garnetiferous, for example specimen 60/46, in which the garnet
encloses sillimanite and is accompanied by flakes of graphite in a coarse gneissose
matrix of quartz, perthite and oligoclase.

Biotite Para-granulites.- The garnetiferous or graphitic para-gneisses and granulites
are interstratified with flaggy biotitic granulites and weakly foliated gneisses that
contain no garnet, but are nevertheless of pelitic or semi-pelitic derivation. In thin
section (e.g. specimen 65/380, from a mile west of Sobo Rock) they appear as equi-
granular rocks composed of sodie oligoclase, microcline, microcline-perthite, and
quartz which is subsidiary to the total felspar; abundant biotite flakes are scattered
throughout the granoblastic matrix.

Chlorite schists.-Some of the easternmost exposures of metamorphosed sediments
contain outcrops of blue-grey fissile soapy-feeling chlorite schists. In thin section
(specimen 65! 451 from one mile east of Ata) these rocks are medium-grained and
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contain lenticular folia of strain-polarizing quartz in a granoblastic mosaic of highly
sericitized plagioclase and microcline; pale green weakly pleochroic chlorite associated
with small patches and streaks of leucoxene is liberally distributed throughout.

Some visually estimated modes of the pelitic para-gneisses and granulites are as
follows: -

Quartz
Microcline or orthoclase

Plagiocla'se
Biotite
Garnet
Sillimanite

Graphite
Apatite
Rutile
Zircan
Iron ore

60/37
60/59
65/379
65/485

+
+

Garnetiferous para-granulite. Five miles east of Tsavo.
Graphitic gneiss. One mile west of Tsavo~Athi confluence.
Sillimanite para-gneiss. 300 yards west of Sobo Rock.
Biotite-garnet para-gneiss. Sobo.

(c) Psammitic Rocks

Quartzites.-White or grey pure quartzites are rare, but were observed in the
Galana valley near the eastern limits of the Yatta plateau. The most prominent
member gives rise to a low discontinuous ridge immediately to the west of the Voi-
Sobo road about two miles south of the Galana, where there are outcrops of weakly
foliated glassy translucent quartzite carrying only a few flakes of graphite as impurity
(specimen 65/461) interstratified with muscovite quartzite. Slab by exposures of impure
quartzite were observed near the north-western faot of Ata; in thin section this quartzite
(specimen 65/441) is seen to be granulitic and to contain about five per cent of
microcline enclosed as blebs and vermicules in the quartz, together with flakes of
mica. A coarser iron-stained quartzite of similar composition outcrops in the Tiva
some two miles north-north-east of Wathani, forming the central rib to a series of
low hills extending northwards from this point.

Quartz-fe/spar para-granulites.-Light-coloured massive weakly foliated granulites
are interbedded with the metamorphosed pelitic sediments east of Ata and probably
represent original sandstones or grits. Their outcrops often form small tors, which
are sometimes aligned in the regional strike. In thin section (e.g. specimen 65/505 from
between Mzinga and Voi hills) they are granitoid and contain quartz, microcline, and
albite-oligoclase. Accessory minerals include flakes of biotite, titanomagnetite, zircon
and chlorite after biatite.

Spessartite granulites.-Resistant ribs of maroon siliceous granulites containing
visible garnet and abundant iron ore outcrop in the central part of the area, and
also in the west, near Tsavo. In the former locality intermittent exposures of this
distinctive rock were followed from the Galana valley southwards to the Voi-Sobo
road, a distance of ten miles. The granulite is dense and coarse-grained; in thin section
(specimen 65/462 from the Voi-Sobo road), half of the rock is seen to consist of
quartz, with roughly equal proportions of manganese garnet and iron oxides making
up most of the remainder. Apatite is a common accessory in large crystals. It is
probable that this rock represents an original manganiferous arenaceous sediment.

-""
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60/37 60/59 65/379 65/485
Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent

35 44 25 20
- - 5 15
45 50 40 50
3 - 10 12

15 - 15 2
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(2) METAMORPHOSED VOLCANIC ROCKS

Hornblende-garnet gneisses.-Dark evenly foliated gneisses are well exposed in
the south-western part of the area where they are found in massive outcrops on Sagala
and in the hills north of Voi. The most distinctive type is a coarse- to medium-grained
resistant gneiss that under the microscope is seen to consist of quartz, plagioclase
varying in composition from calcic oligoclase to sodic labradorite, hornblende, garnet
and accessory iron oxides and sphene. The optical characters of the constituent minerals
remain similar throughout the extent of outcrop, but the relative proportions vary
from band to band as is illustrated below:-

65/421 Hornblende-garnet gneiss. South-west of Sagala summit.
65/503 Hornblende-garnet gneiss. Two miles E.N.E. of Voi.
65/419 Hornblende-garnet gneiss. One mile south-east of Ndara.

These rocks show a uniformity .of texture throughout a thickness of several
hundreds of feet and are tentatively considered to be the metamorphic equivalents of
lavas.

Epidote-diopside granulites.-Green epidote granulites are found in the hornblendic
gneisses of the Voi-Sagala region; in hand-specimen they present an unusual dappled
appearance due to an uneven distribution of dark diopsidic glomeroporphyroblasts.
Epidote is often segregated into lenses or veins. In thin section (specimen 65/504, from
the Mzima springs-Mombasa pipeline immediately north of the Voi river) it is
found that large and small crystals of grEen diopside are accompanied by abundant
small idiomorphic granules of pale epidote, and hornblende. Quartz and andesine are
interstitial to the dark minerals. A visually estimated composition for this rock is
diopside 35 per cent, epidote 25 per cent, hornblende 15 per cent, andesine 15 per
cent, quartz 10 per cent. The rock was possibly derived from a tuff.

(3) CATACLASITES

Crushed and mylonitic gneisses are found in a tectonic zone which crosses the
Galana valley at longitude 38° 47' E.; its continuations can be followed for many
miles north of the Yatta plateau where indurated flinty blocks of sheared gneiss are
scattered over the surface. The rocks vary from coarse visibly brecciated types bearing
a superficial resemblance to porphyritic lavas owing to the inclusion of light-coloured
cataclastic grains in dark vitreous matrices, to fine-grained 'siliceous mylonites. Black
biotite-rich porphyroblastic schists represent rocks that have suffered mechanical
deformation intermediate in severity between the brecciated and mylonitized types.

Sheared gneisses.-Specimen 65/456 from three miles west of Sangayaya in the
South Yatta area is typical of the coarser crush-gneisses; in thin section it is seen to
contain severely fractured angular cataclastic grains of strain-polarizing quartz and
felspar in a dusty and granulitized sub-microscopic base (Fig. 4 (a)). Shear-planes
within the metamorphosed sedimentary rocks are often defined by thin black schistose
layers similar to 'specimen 65/381, from two miles south of Ithangethi, which contains

r-

65/421 65/503 65/419
Per cent Per cent Per cent

Quartz .. .. .. .. 10 35 45

Plagioclase (An2,,-An.,) .. 37 40 39
Hornblende .. 25 15 9
Garnet .. .. .. 25 7 2

Sphene .. .. 3 1 2

Apatite .. .. .. + + +
Iron ore .' " - 2 3
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ovoid strain-polarizing quartz and quartz-felspar porphyroblasts enclosed in a fine-
grained granulitized schistose base of quartz, felspar and biotite (Fig. 4 (b». Nearly
all the quartz granules have ragged margins interlocking with those of their neighbours.

Mylonites.-Specimen 65/489 (Fig. 4 (c» from eight miles north-east of Mopea
is more completely mylonitized than either of the foregoing examples; it is fine-
grained throughout, consisting entirely of c'Omminuted quartz and felspar with a few
micaceous and graphitic interfoliations.

'"

(a) (b) (c)
Fig. 4-Drawings of thin sections of sheared gneisses and mylonite from the Voi-South

Yatta area:-

(a) Crushed gneiss, from three miles west of Sangayaya. Specimen 651456. Crossed
nicols, x 13. Quartz (Q), felspar (F).

(b) Sheared biotite-gneiss, from two miles south of Ithangethi. Specimen 651381. Crossed
nicols, x 13. Quartz (Q), felspar (F), biotite (B).

(c) Mylonite from eight miles south of Mopea. Specimen 651489. Crossed nicols, x 13,

(4) MIGMATITES

Banded and contorted biotite-hornblende gneisses.- Heterogeneous, veined, banded
or contorted biotite-hornblende gneisses are of wide extent in the central part 'Of the
Voi-South Yatta area. They are particularly well exposed at various points in the
Galana river between the Tsavo confluence and Ithangethi, and in the Athi about a
mile north 'Of the Tsavo confluence. For many miles east of Wathoni 'Outcrops in the
Tiva river are similar and indicate the northward continuation of the broad migmatite
zone exposed in the Galana. In the bush-lands isolated 'Outcrops of migmatite are
often the only rock type to be seen, and appear as broad whale-backs or rock pave-
ments stripped of their tap-soil. Some of the finest exposures are to be seen in the
gorge bdow Lugard's Falls (Plate II, Fig. 1).

In the migmatites uniformity of composition or texture is seldom found over
more than a few inches. Hornblende, biotite, quartz, plagioclase and microcline are
the typical constituent minerals; the hornblende is usually a dark green pleochroic
variety and is more abundant than biotite, with which it is arranged in interfoliations
in a granoblastic mosaic of quartz and felspar, as in specimen 65/374 from the
Mbololo river. Gneisses 'Of this compositian are of a green-grey colour, and generally
cantain more quartz and felspar than ferromagnesian minerals; they are traversed by
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quartzo-felspathic veins varying from thin stringers conforming to the foliation of tbe
enclosing gneiss to veins containing augen, and massive pink or white felspathic dykes
that pinch and swell and sometimes cut across the foliation or banding of the host
gneiss. In some exposures foliation and veining are sub-parallel and contrasting bands
are evenly preserved along the strike, whilst in others the gneisses have evidently
undergone acute deformation exhibited by flexural-slip folds, boudinage structures
(Plate II, Fig. 1) and the drawing out of hornblendic bands into schlieren, or their
rupture into rounded or sub-angular fragments. In the type of complex so produced
much of the minor folding is random and cannot be related to any specific pattern
of deformation.

The light-coloured veins are of granodioritic composition, varying in texture from
fine-grained to ,coarsely crystalline; the coarsest material is usually localized where
there has been a reduction in pressure during movement of the migmatite i.e. in
shear-zones, at local swellings, arches of ptygmatic folds, and intervening between
amphibolite bands that have suffered rupture. In these instances the veins are
pegmatitic in appearance but are closely similar in composition to the normal light-
coloured bands containing quartz, microcline, sodic oligoclase, biotite and hornblende.

Nodules, which are either diopsidic or garnetiferous, are sometimes arranged in
zones enclosed in the migmatite and probably represent calcareous or pelitic
sedimentary relics; their presence implies that much of the biotitic banded material
in the migmatites is of original sedimentary origin.

Amphibolites.-Dark hornblende-rich inclusions varying from ovoid to angular
or tabular in shape are a common feature of the migmatites; generally they are even-
grained plagioclase amphibolites similar to specimen 65/366 from Lugard's Falls, in
which hornblende constitutes about half the rock, the remainder consisting of
equigranular quartz and plagioclase, with accessory diopside and biotite.

(5) ANATECTIC OR PALINGENETIC ROCKS

(a) Granitoid Gneisses

Coarse-grained massive granitoid gneisses 'Outcrop in the Gahma valley and in
bush country to the north and south of Tsavo where their rib-like exposures can be
followed for several miles. They are usually pink in colour and resistant to erosion,
fonning narrow ridges, bold tors, or inselbergs. Some of the best examples can be
seen immediately east of the "Tree house", a game observation platform at Maji ya
Chumvi about two miles east of Tsavo. East of Tsavo railway station the Tsavo river
cuts its way through a series of steep-sided ridges composed of well jointed granitoid
gneiss of which specimens 60/52 and 60/53 are typical. In thin section they are seen
to be granoblastic in texture and to contain quartz, microcline, vein perthite, and
albite-oligoclase, with scattered biotite and chloritized biotite, rare hornblende, and
crystals of apatite, zircon and iron ore. Microcline is the dominant mineral, replacing
plagioclase extensively and imparting a strong pink coloration to the rocks, of which
felspar forms more than two-thirds. Tors of a similar granitoid gneiss are a prominent
feature on the south bank of the Galana river between Lugard's Falls and Tsavo. In
thin section (specimen 65/372) coarse folia of quartz are seen to be tongued and
embayed by the enclosing felspar which is mainly microcline with some oligoclase.

'Granitoid gneisses also outcrop near the railway two miles north-west of Ndara
station (specimen 65/396), and are often the only rocks exposed in the inselbergs
and whale-backs situated between the Tiva river and the Yatta plateau; most
conspicuous of these is Kiasa (2,320 feet) which rises sharply to a height of 500 feet
above the surrounding plain. The smooth exfoliation surfaces show numerous thin
biotitic streaks in a gneiss which in thin section (specimen 60/28) resembles the examples
described above. The massive granitoid gneisses forming the central ribs to these
features merge at their margins into banded biotite-hornblende gneisses, the whole
being shown by the symbol Xg on the map.
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bush country to the north and south of Tsavo where their rib-like exposures can be
followed for several miles. They are usually pink in colour and resistant to erosion,
fonning narrow ridges, bold tors, or inselbergs. Some of the best examples can be
seen immediately east of the "Tree house", a game observation platform at Maji ya
Chumvi about two miles east of Tsavo. East of Tsavo railway station the Tsavo river
cuts its way through a series of steep-sided ridges composed of well jointed granitoid
gneiss of which specimens 60/52 and 60/53 are typical. In thin section they are seen
to be granoblastic in texture and to contain quartz, microcline, vein perthite, and
albite-oligoclase, with scattered biotite and chloritized biotite, rare hornblende, and
crystals of apatite, zircon and iron ore. Microcline is the dominant mineral, replacing
plagioclase extensively and imparting a strong pink coloration to the rocks, of which
felspar forms more than two-thirds. Tors of a similar granitoid gneiss are a prominent
feature on the south bank of the Galana river between Lugard's Falls and Tsavo. In
thin section (specimen 65/372) coarse folia of quartz are seen to be tongued and
embayed by the enclosing felspar which is mainly microcline with some oligoclase.

'Granitoid gneisses also outcrop near the railway two miles north-west of Ndara
station (specimen 65/396), and are often the only rocks exposed in the inselbergs
and whale-backs situated between the Tiva river and the Yatta plateau; most
conspicuous of these is Kiasa (2,320 feet) which rises sharply to a height of 500 feet
above the surrounding plain. The smooth exfoliation surfaces show numerous thin
biotitic streaks in a gneiss which in thin section (specimen 60/28) resembles the examples
described above. The massive granitoid gneisses forming the central ribs to these
features merge at their margins into banded biotite-hornblende gneisses, the whole
being shown by the symbol Xg on the map.
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PLATE I

Fig. l-Epiya Chapeyu, au outlier of plateau phonolite near the north bank of the Galana
river "atlongitude 38' 47' E. .

Fig. 2-Sobo Rock, an outcrop of conglomeratic grits in the Duruma Sandstones. The
Galana valley and Yatta plateau are seen in the distance.
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Fig. Iii-Ipi‘m (Shape-ya. :ln umlicr of plateau pllonuliiu near the north hunk of file Guiana:
rh El' :It longitude 38 4'3" E.
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Fig. 2—Suim Ruck. an outcrop of cnnglumemlic gri H in llle Durunm SandstnnL-s. The
Galana valley and Yatta plateau are seen in the distance.



PLATE II

Fig. 1-Pegmatite with boudinage structure in banded migmatite near Lugard's Falls.

Fig. 2-Mobilized crystalline limestone with xenoliths of hornblendic gneiss and diopside
skarn, near Ithangethi.
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Fig. 1-Pegmatite with boudinage structure in banded migmatite near Lugard's Falls.

Fig. 2-Mobilized crystalline limestone with xenoliths of hornblendic gneiss and diopside
skarn, near Ithangethi.
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l-‘ig. lfiPCgmatite with Imudinuue siruciurc in banded mignlatitc near I‘ugard's. Fulla.

Fig. 3—)lohilized crysmiline limestone with xenolizhs of hnrnhlvndic gnoiss and diopsidu
skarn. near lthangethi.



"

PLATE III
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Fig. I-Massive graded beds in the lower Duruma Sandstones. The hammer rests on an
eroded surface between dark mudstone and light-coloured coarse grit. Galana river,
near Sobo Rock. .

Fig. 2- Thin bedded sandstones and calcareous flags in the lower Duruma Sandstones.
Galana river, near longitude 39' 00' E.
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Fig. I-Massive graded beds in the lower Duruma Sandstones. The hammer rests on an
eroded surface between dark mudstone and light-coloured coarse grit. Galana river,
near Sobo Rock. .

Fig. 2- Thin bedded sandstones and calcareous flags in the lower Duruma Sandstones.
Galana river, near longitude 39' 00' E.
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PLATE III

1' ix. IiiVEassiYc graded beds in the Inner Durunm Sandstone» The hammer rests on an
eroded surl'zu‘v hetuern dark mudsluue and Iight-culnured (nurse grit. Culann riwr.
near tu Rock.

st¥¢v
”GEN

Fig. 2—Thin bedded sandstones and calcareouh flags in the lower Duruma Sanrlsmnm.
Gillkll'lkl river. near longitude 39 " 0|)" E.
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PLATE IV

Fig. I-Panorama from Sagala summit looking north. Teri valley in left foreground, Ndara
(4,690 feet) in ~iddle distance, eastern Taita hills in left background.

Fig. 2-The Tsavo valley two miles east of Tsavo.
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Fig. l —I’;mnrn|n:l from Saga!“ summit looking mnrlh. 'l'eri \ullcy in left foreground. \dura
{4.690 feet] in middle distance. eastern 'I‘uinl hills in lel'r background.
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Some five miles south-east of Voi a granitoid gneiss is quarried at Gutuni, near
the railway, for ballast and concrete aggregate; the rock exposed in the quarry is
white and is evenly dappled with black biotite glomeroporphyroblasts. An equigranular
texture is revealed in thin section (specimen 65! 512), granoblasts of quartz, microcline,
and oligoclase making up the bulk of the rock, whilst large sub-idiomorphic flakes
of biotite with accessory zircon, apatite, iron ore and rare white mica complete the
mineral assemblage. The gneiss is traversed by narrow dark grey microgranitoid veins
(specimen 65! 513) containing abundant biotite and some muscovite in a fine-grained
equi-granular mosaic of quartz and oligoclase with large apatite crystals. Microcline
is comparatively rare.

(b) Pegmatites

Pegmatites are common both in granitoid gneisses and migmatites of the central
part of the area, but are less frequently encountered in the gently-dipping metasediments
in the east, and in the hornblendic gneisses of Voi and Sagala. They can be classified
into two compositional types:-

(i) Soda pegmatites.

(ii) Potash pegmatites.

(i) Soda pegmatites are less abundant than the potash variety and are generally
found as conformable veins or sheets in biotite gneisses, or as lenticular
swellings and veins in migmatite, but occasionally are seen to cut across
banding or foliation without producing displacement so that they are
demonstrably non-dilational and have evidently grown by replacement. In
composition they resemble the hust-rocks. They are usually barren of ore
minerals and contain no potash mica.
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(ii) Potash Pegmatites.-Pink potash pegmatites vary from small auto-segregations
in rocks that have reached an advanced stage of granitization, to massive
coarsely crystalline bodies with clear margins cross-cutting their host-rocks.
The auto-segregations are often lenticular, with augen structure, and rich in
microdine. In the darker biotitic host-rocks a mafic aureole sometimes
surrounds the coarse segregations, indicating depletion of quartzo-felspathic
material to form the pegmatite. Larger dyke-like pegmatites sometimes
contain felspar up to six inches in size; the felspar is generally a pink or
flesh-coloured visibly perthitic microcline, but a pegmatite outcropping
approximately a mile to the west of Ata was found to contain abundant
green microdine, or amazonite (specimen 65! 434). Graphic intergrowths of
quartz and felspar are not uncommon in the pegmatites and one large body
that was followed intermittently in a south-south-easterly direction from
the Galana at longitude 38° 50' E. was found to contain perfect graphic
intergrowths of quartz and microcline over a distance of many miles
(specimen 65! 469). Most of these pegmatites are barren of traces of mineral-
izing volatiles, but black tourmaline was noted in a pegmatite between
Manyani and Tsavo, and again in massive pegmatites in the Athi river
approximately four miles north-west of the Tsavo-Athi confluence; the latter
outcrops also contain amethystine quartz. Potash mica occurs in some
pegmatites of the Tsavo area, but is generally of small size. Rose quartz is
also occasionally found.

Argon-potassium ratios determined by Shillibeer and Watson at the University of
Toronto give an age of 560 :t 50 million years for potash felspars from a pegmatite
outcropping one mile south of Tsavo (Holmes and Cahen, J955, p. 12).
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in rocks that have reached an advanced stage of granitization, to massive
coarsely crystalline bodies with clear margins cross-cutting their host-rocks.
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microdine. In the darker biotitic host-rocks a mafic aureole sometimes
surrounds the coarse segregations, indicating depletion of quartzo-felspathic
material to form the pegmatite. Larger dyke-like pegmatites sometimes
contain felspar up to six inches in size; the felspar is generally a pink or
flesh-coloured visibly perthitic microcline, but a pegmatite outcropping
approximately a mile to the west of Ata was found to contain abundant
green microdine, or amazonite (specimen 65! 434). Graphic intergrowths of
quartz and felspar are not uncommon in the pegmatites and one large body
that was followed intermittently in a south-south-easterly direction from
the Galana at longitude 38° 50' E. was found to contain perfect graphic
intergrowths of quartz and microcline over a distance of many miles
(specimen 65! 469). Most of these pegmatites are barren of traces of mineral-
izing volatiles, but black tourmaline was noted in a pegmatite between
Manyani and Tsavo, and again in massive pegmatites in the Athi river
approximately four miles north-west of the Tsavo-Athi confluence; the latter
outcrops also contain amethystine quartz. Potash mica occurs in some
pegmatites of the Tsavo area, but is generally of small size. Rose quartz is
also occasionally found.

Argon-potassium ratios determined by Shillibeer and Watson at the University of
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Some five miles south—east of Vui a granitoid gneiss is quarried at (Jutuui. near
the railway. l'ur ballast and concrete aggregate: the ruck exposed in the quarry i<
White and is evenly dappled with black hiutite g]umeropurphyruhlasts. Au equigrauular
texture is revealed in thin section (Specimen 65,5513}. granoblasts of quartz. micreelinc.
and uligoclasc making up the hulk ul‘ the rock. whilh‘t large stth—iditmzurphic flake;
of hiutite with accessory zircon. apatite. iruu 0D: and rare white mica complete the
mineral assemhlage. ’l he gneiss is traw. Scd by narrow dark grey micr'ugranitcid \‘Cins
tspccitnen {ls'il3l containing abundant hiotitc and mute rtiuactwitc in a line—5r"
cqui-granular mmaic nt' quartz and oligoclase with larg c:'§.'utali. MEL-rim”
i9 comparatively rare.
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granitoid gncixscs and mignmtitcx til the centre:
i're"tttl_\‘—dipfniIt; :liL‘l;t\CLlll§lL"l:'\

cmalitex arc cummnn huth in
part at the area. hat are teas t'requezitiy eucuttttiet‘cd in the
in the t‘flxl. and it] the hufttl‘ili‘ndlc gnclbsm of Vut and Sagaln. Tltc} can be claxxitictl
into mo cuntpmiiinzial t}pe\:7

til Soda pegmatitcx'.

Iii l Potash pcgnutitc‘fi.

IilSmi'Z-i pt'ytti‘ti'i'fti'a‘ are lesx‘ abundant 1han the putaxli \az‘iety and are generalit
t‘uttnd 11.5 cunllirniahle wins or sheet\ in hioiitc gneivzcx‘. or as leritictilai‘
sxxellinga and veius in migmatite. but uccaa‘ionally are >cé‘t‘. [0 cut lttl'th'i
handing or fuliatiun without prnducing displacement in that they are
demunslrahly nun—dilatiunal and have evidenth grmxn by replacement In
cuntpusitiun they resemble the hustaucks, ’lhe} are usually barren at are
minerals and contain no potash mica.

liitPurit.s-h pvgnniri'tiaiiiPink potmh pegmatite: xary lirum small LiUIOeQCgE'CgEIIllJHH
in rocks that have reached an advanced stage of gt‘atlitimtion. tn ttt.1\\i\'c
euaracly crystalline. bodies with clear margim cross—cutting their ltUSI~I‘UCk\.
The autuesegregatmns are often lenticular. with augcn structure and rich in
micruelitie. In the darker hiutitic litH‘uckS :1 malic aureulc wmetimm
surrounds the coarse scgt‘cgzitiuna. indicating depletion nt‘ qLiat'i/te—tielxpathic
material to form the pcgmatiie. La dykcrlike pegmatitex \‘tJmcti:'-'
contain l‘cl\p.1r tip. in \l\ inches in xf/c. thc l‘clxpa.’ 3. gene all} ii pink n.
tienlrcoloured \Jsihljc perlliittc rtii-u'ncline. but a gmattb: tit-.tcrnppatg
apprmtimatcl} :: mile It). the usx't nl' J‘ta was {aunti- tn cunta'n :thti'itinit
green microclitte. or Lima/unite [Specimen hi 4341. Graphic intercrii'w h; at
quartz and telapar are nut uncuniutmi iu the p- natit-ga and nit-e large lung}
that “:15 l‘ullouctl intertriittentl} in .1 .\tHIll]~\'t1llIl‘l-C'i Zcrlt tlirectian l'rnir.
{Etc Lialana at lnrtgttuu‘c EN Slt' E. “as [hand in contain ;1crtcct graphic
inzergr'uuthq vt’ quartz and micrucliac met a did-auct- at. many rttflcx
lxpccltnctt {>5 ~l’f1'3l. Maxi nf thcxc pcg:t‘.::t: c» are ha‘a‘cn U}. traces ul' t‘iiiticra‘.»
7mg nil-Jute). hut black tnttrmaliue \\a\ :intcd lli a pcgn'iatite belt-":1
.\lt';t‘\-aui and ltMU. and I in maxsi‘i'e peam::t..c5 l|‘- thc Ail-ti ['i'xc!‘
apprinimatel} tour :nilcn tzurth-‘J-cit ml the lute—Alli: critill:.iciicc; the Ir.
outcrops alxu cuntazn Zilllc‘lll}HE‘IlL‘ quartz. l’ntasft .:
pcgmatitcs (at the 'lnax-u area. htr‘. i» general!) m' «tall <a/e. Ruxe quartz. I\
also necax‘iunall} found.
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Argon—potassium [‘3 ins determined by Shilliheer and Wamm at the Lam-trait} at
'l‘ormtto give an age til." 560 : in million years for potash felspars fruit] :1 pegmatite
outcmpping one mile south at” 'lsavu [Holmes and (alien. 105?. p. [3].
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(6) METAMORPHOSED BASIC AND ULTRA-BASIC INTRUSIVE IGNEOUS ROCKS

Rocks believed to have been derived from pre-metamorphic basic dykes or sills
are difficult to distinguish from the metamorphosed volcanic rocks described in the
previous section; both are essentially hornblende gneisses and have been shown on
the map under the same colour and symbol (Xhg). Generally the metamorphosed
apparently intrusive basic igneous rocks are limited in extent and do not constitute
large stratiform units like the metamorphosed volcanic rocks. They occur as lenses and
contain only minor amounts of quartz and felspar.

Garnet Amphibolites.-Dark green or black dense amphibolites containing red
garnets up to a few millimetres in size occur as lenticular or dyke-like masses in the
Galana valley near the Punda Mlia confluence. In 'Specimen 65/449 from this locality
prisms of hornblende and large idiomorphic garnets constitute some 80 per cent of the
rock, the remainder consisting of interstitial quartz and highly sericitized felspar
(Fig. 5 (a».

Hornblendites.-Coarse heavy hornblendites outcrop in a similar manner to the
garnet amphibolites and were observed in the Punda Mlia and Galana rivers. In thin
section (specimen 65/364, from the Punda Mlia at 38° 47' E.) they are found to
consist almost entirely of interlocking blades of hornblende, with minor amounts of
diopside and interstitial quartz and sericitized plagioclase.

Epidiorites.-A distinctive rock, not found elsewhere in the area, outcrops on the
western slopes of the Ndara-Sagala ridge immediately above the village of Vuria
Sagala; here the steep hillsides are underlain by a dense coarsely crystalline rock
containing large pink garnets and interlocking prisms of pyroxene and amphibole. In
thin section (specimen 65/420, Fig. 5 (b» the rock is seen to contain garnet, hypersthene

(a) (b) (c)
Fig. 5-Drawings of thin sections of metamorphosed basic and ultra-basic igneous

rocks from the Voi-South Yatta area:-

(a) Garnet-amphibolite from near the Galana-Punda MUa confluence. Specimen 65/449.
Ordinary light, x 13. Quartz (Q), felspar (F), hornblende (H), garnet (G).

(b) Epidiorite from near Vuria Sagala. Specimen 65/420. Ordinary light, x 13. Quartz
(Q), felspar (F), hypersthene (Hy), hornblende (H), garnet (G).

(c) Serpentine, from Pundia Mlia river, two miles from confluence with R. Galana.
Specimen 65/362. Ordinary light, x 13. Serpentine (S), enstatite (E), olivine (0).

,--
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exhibiting a strong pink to green pleochroism, hornblende, and quartz, in approximately
equal proportions. Plagioclase and accessory rutile and iron ore are the accompanying
minerals. Garnet is sometimes developed as coronas about quartz and felspar
segregations and between quartz or felspar, and pyroxene; this distribution may
have been brought about by the liberation of quartz from felspar during garnet
formation in an original dolerite (Temperley, 1938, p. 33). Specimen 65/426 from
Vuria Sagala is similar in composition but is more gneissose than specimen 65/420;
granulitization of garnet and hypersthene is conspicuous and is attributed to the strong
shearing to which the Sagala block has been subjected.

Serpentines.-Green to black vitreous serpentine was observed in small outcrops
close to the contact between the low-dipping meta-sediments near Sobo and the
Lugard's Falls-Ithangethi zone. In thin section (specimen 65/362, Fig. 5 (c)) more
than half the rock is seen to consist of a pale yellow serpentine reticulated
with the cleavage patterns of olivine from which it was derived. Streaks and
aggregates of iron ore are abundant in the serpentine together with relics of olivine
and the remainder of the rock is composed of strongly cleaved pale green enstatite.
The present composition was probably brought about by the serpentinization of a
peridotite saxonite).

2. The Duruma Sandstones

The Duruma Sandstones underlie a great part of the Taru desert situated to the
east and south-east of the area considered here (Miller, 1952; Sanders, 1959); their
western contact with the Basement System enters the Voi-South Yatta area some
miles south of the Galana river and trends in a north-north-westerly direction to the
lower Tiva river. Much of this country is a monotonousp:ain over which there are
no outcrops, so that on the surface it is difficult to distinguish between areas underlain
by the Basement System and the Duruma Sandstones.

The Duruma Sandstones are the Kenya equivalents of the Karroo System of South
and Central Africa and show close similarities to the Permo-Triassic successions of
Madagascar and Tanganyika. Three major lithological divisions are distinguishable,
with coarse grits and sandstones at the top and bottom of the sequence and finer
sandstones and shales in the middle:-

rUpper . . 4. Maz~ras ~andstone and Shimba Grit.
Duruma Sandstones <!Middle {3. Manakam Sandstones.

.. I 2. Maji ya Chumvi Beds.
LLower 1. Taru Grits.

Only the Taru Grits are seen in the present area.

I

t
L

(1) THE TARU GRITS

The Taru Grits in the area mapped are best exposed in the Galana vaHey near
Sobo rock at longitude 38° 56' E. (Plate I, Fig. 2), where massive green, red and
pink arkoses and conglomerates dip eastwards at about 30 degrees. The conglomerates
which can be seen in the western faces of Sobo rock and neighbouring tors, contain
pebbles of granitoid gneiss and other varieties of quartzose gneiss derived from the
Basement System. The pebbles are sub-angular and range to over six inches in size,
although the average diameter is about one inch.

Coarse thick bedded grits outcrop between here and the eastern margin of the
area; they are essentially arkosic, the proportion of clastic felspar in some specimens
(e.g. 65/394 from two miles east of Sobo rock) reaching more than fifty per cent. The
constituents are angular and poorly sorted throughout, and the cementing matrix is
either ferruginous as in specimen 65/438 from the Galana at longitude 38° 57' E..
or calcareous as in specimen 65/439 from a point three miles north of the Galana
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at longitude 380 58' E. Some of the massive grits are cross-bedded but east of Sobo
rock they are seen to be graded (Plate III, Fig. 1); the lower coarse part of each bed
is light in colour and approaches gravel-grade whilst the upper more fine-grained
part is a dark red gritty mudstone.

The easterly dip of approximately 30 degrees is maintained for distances of three
to four miles from the Basement System conta-.:t, but near to the eastern margins of
the area the dip in the Galana valley reduces to ten or fifteen degrees and an increasing
proportion of thin gritty sandstone and shales with nodular limestones appear (Plate
III, Fig. 2). Dips probably reduce in depth with an attendant thinning of beds away
from the Basement System contact and a conservative estimate for the total thickness
of the Tam Grits is believed to be in the range 3,600-7,700 feet (Sanders, 1959, p. 15).
Thin-bedded black limestones and oolites (specimen 65/387, from three miles east of
Sobo Rock), are intercalated in thin bedded sequences in the upper part of the
succession; they are typically fresh and give a clean conchoidal fracture. Angular
grains of clastic quartz and felspar are sometimes abundant and impart a gritty
appearance to the dark weathered surfaces of the limestones.

Age and Conditions of Deposition of the Taru Grits.-In the Mid-Galana area
(Sanders, 1959) the Tam Grits are overlain by beds containing the fresh-water bivalve
Palaeanodonta fischeri AmaI. of Upper Permian age (Gregary 1921, p. 54) So' that it
is likely that the bulk af the grits outcropping in the present area were deposited
during the lawer and middle Permian Periad, and the lowermost beds may be af
upper Carboniferaus age.

In eastern Kenya the end-Tertiary peneplain bevels the Basement System and
Lower Duruma Sandstones alike, and in cansequence there are few hills in which a
representative thickness af the Tam Grits can be seen; in the Galana river sectian,
however, a great thickness af coarse arkasic beds is banked against the metamorphic
foundation, representing rapidly deposited and ill-sorted debris derived from the
neighbouring Basement System terrain. A considerable thickness is alsO' indicated far
the Lawer Duruma Sandstanes outcrapping in the vicinity of Tam an the Kenya-
Uganda railway where a marked negative gravity anomaly of abaut 17 milligals has
been recorded an passing from the Basement System to the Tam grits (information
supplied by caurtesy af the B.P.-Shell Exploration Parties).

The arkases and canglomerates appear to' farm a series of coelescing wedges and
are essentially piedmant depo'sits. The tectanic factars influencing this type af
sedimentatian have been emphasized by Krynine (1941, p. ('1918), whO' attributed the
rapid accumulations af arkases at the fringes af granitic ar metamarphic terrains to
steep yauthful tapography resulting from uplift and block-faulting at the end of
orogenic cycles. It is likely that same graded beds in the Tam Grits were deposited
in lakes af tectonic arigin by turbidity currents released during slumping under the
trigger af cantemparaneaus tectonic movements (Sanders, 1957, p. 369).

3. Tertiary Lavas-Yatta Phonolite

The Yatta plateau phonalite is dense and microcrystalline, and exhibits a canchaidal
fracture and dark green to grey colours. Fresh surfaces frequently have a greasy lustre
due to' the waxy nepheline can tent of the groundmass. A parphyritic texture is
canspicuaus throughout the extent af the flaw; the phenocrysts are predominantly
of anarthaclase felspar in euhedral plates ranging up to' faur or five inches in length,
and are frequently flaw-orientated, their sub-parallel alignment being particularly
apparent in vertical sectians of the lava seen in the cliffs bounding the plateau.
Crucifarm twins af anarthoclase are common. Nepheline phenocrysts are less abundant
than anorthoclase, and are distinguished by their staut rectangular or raunded shape
and green lustraus appearance.

~
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orogenic cycles. It is likely that same graded beds in the Tam Grits were deposited
in lakes af tectonic arigin by turbidity currents released during slumping under the
trigger af cantemparaneaus tectonic movements (Sanders, 1957, p. 369).

3. Tertiary Lavas-Yatta Phonolite

The Yatta plateau phonalite is dense and microcrystalline, and exhibits a canchaidal
fracture and dark green to grey colours. Fresh surfaces frequently have a greasy lustre
due to' the waxy nepheline can tent of the groundmass. A parphyritic texture is
canspicuaus throughout the extent af the flaw; the phenocrysts are predominantly
of anarthaclase felspar in euhedral plates ranging up to' faur or five inches in length,
and are frequently flaw-orientated, their sub-parallel alignment being particularly
apparent in vertical sectians of the lava seen in the cliffs bounding the plateau.
Crucifarm twins af anarthoclase are common. Nepheline phenocrysts are less abundant
than anorthoclase, and are distinguished by their staut rectangular or raunded shape
and green lustraus appearance.
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In thin section (specimens 60/25, 60/26 from Sangayaya, 65/431 from the Mopea
gap, and 65/444 from Epiya Chapeyu) a groundmass of trachytic texture is seen to
be composed of prisms of anorthoclase, together with amphibole and pyroxene and
interstitial nepheline. The soda amphibole cossyrite occurs as small grains pleochroic
in dark brown to black and is accompanied by needles of brown barkevikite and
kataphorite. Soda pyroxene is represented by aegirine-augite and is sometimes
accompanied by a pale green diopsidic pyroxene, apatite is a common accessory, and
zeolitic material is a conspicuous alteration product replacing both phenocrysts and
groundmass. Analcime is present interstitially and is sometimes abundant.

Marked vesicularity of the flow is absent to the west of the Mopea gap, but in the
eastern parts of the plateau amygdales become abundant in the lava and often contain
white zeolites. Some outcrops are scoriaceous, the lava being riddled with ovoid or
lenticular vesicles which occupy as much as fifty per cent of the rock. In this region
the lava outcrop broadens to cover an area measuring approximately ten miles from
north to south, and seven miles from east to west; the lava surface which elsewhere
forms an almost flat capping to the Yatta plateau (Plate I, Fig. 2) is here chaotically
broken by a multitude of craters, some of which have small phonolite plugs at
their centres. The majority of the craters range between two and four hundred yards
in diameter, and are floored by red sandy soils surrounded by low amphitheatres of
vesicular phonolite. Centres of neighbouring craters are generally separated by no
more than a few hundred yards; sometimes they are mutually interfering, producing
doublets or clover-shaped triads in plan, and several groups show a linear arrangement
about north-north-easterly-trending axes. The central plugs rise sharply to heights of
thirty or forty feet above the crater floors; they are of dense unvesiculated and coarsely
porphyritic phonolite in which subvertical flow-streaming of anorthoclase phenocrysts
is sometimes distinguishable. Approximately two hundred craters and a smaller number
of plugs are found on the e~stern Yatta plateau, representing the eroded remnants
of a series of centres from which a phonolitic lava flood was almost simultaneously
extruded. The distribution of the plugs suggests that lava was poured out from points
on several en echelon fissures in the Basement System foundation and this view is
suggested by the occurrence of a tinguaitic dyke in the lower Tiva river. The alignment
of the supposed feeder fissures is unrelated to the direction of the linear outcrop of
the western part of the South Yatta phonolite, which was explained on an earlier page
as an erosion feature.

Lava fields exhibiting a multitude of small craters formed on closely spaced fissures
have been described from Iceland by Rittmann (1939), and Barth (1950, p. 132). The
East Yatta lava field is possibly of similar origin, although due to its advanced state
of erosion pyroclastic products of the eruptions are lacking.

4. Superficial Deposits

('

Red sandy soils evenly mantle much of the bed-rock over the V oi and South
Yatta plains; the accumulations are shallow in the Galana, Tsavo and Athi valleys
where the underlying rocks are generally exposed in platforms or narrow ribs, and
thickest about the bases of hills like Sagala, Irima and Manga and near to the foot
of the Yatta plateau. Over the plains the superficial soils contain layers of kunkar
limestone and lateritic ironstone, and thicken into talus accumulations and alluvial
fans near to hills. As a result of small rainfall and slight run-off the minerals derived
from the disintegrating metamorphic rocks suffer little transportation, and garnet,
titanomagnetite, or mica are often localized in the soils over their source rocks. Lava
surfaces on the Yatta plateau are almost devoid of soil apart from thin accumulations
in pans, which collect fine-grained detritus and form seasonal water-holes.
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Black clay soils are restricted to regions of poor drainage and are not extensive.
They occupy an area of several square miles between Irima and Mzinga hills and east
of Irima, and have also formed in a narrow strip between Kiasa and the Yatta plateau
in the old Tiva valley; these localities support little or no thorn scrub in contrast to
the surrounding red soil areas which are densely covered by vegetation.

Red, brown and dark grey alluvial earths mark the cours<: of the lower Tiva
river east of longitude 380 35' E. They are flood deposits which spread for distances
of over a mile on either side of the indefinite river bed and are exposed in a multitude
of narrow ramifying gullies. Pleistocene to Recent scrolls of cross-bedded sand and
gravel containing pebbles of gneiss and lava margin the course of the Galana.

5. Unmetamorphosed Intrusive I~eous Rocks

Unmetamorphosed igneous rocks are represented in the area by a pyroxenite,
and dark lamprophyric and alkaline dykes of post-Permian age, which cut both the
Basement System and Duruma Sandstones.

Biotite Pyroxenite.-A dark very coarse biotite pyroxenite invades gneisses
forming a group of hills approximately two miles south-east of Wathoni. The outcrop
is of some extent; it may represent a plug-shaped plutonite. Exposed surfaces of the
rock are lustrous with dark mica, and in thin section (specimen 60/47, Fig. 6 (a))

(a) (b) (c)
Fig. 6-Drawings of thin sections of intrusive rocks from the Voi-South Yatta area:-

(a) Biotite pyroxenite, from two miles south-east of Wathoni. Specimen 60/47. Ordinary
light, x 13. Enstatite (E), augite (A), hornbleude aud uralite (U), biotite (B),
felspar (F).

(b) V ogesite, from the Galana valley uear the eastern border of the area. Specimen
65/360. Crossed nicols, x 33. Felspar (F), barkevikite (B).

(c) "Tinguaite", from the lower Tiva valley. Specimen 60/30. Ordinary light, x 13.
Aegirine-augite (A), zeolite and felspathoid (Z).

it is seen to contain large sub-idiomorphic biotite crystals, xenomorphic pyroxene
consisting of enstatite and diopsidic augite, and hornblende. The enstatite exhibits
weak pink to green pleochroism, and both the pyroxenes are partly uralitized along
cleavage partings. Interstitial oligoclase forms less than ten per cent of the rock; a
little interstitial carbonate is also present, together with a small amount of cummingtonite.
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Vogesite.-Dark green nodular-weathering dykes cut grits of the Lower Duruma
Sandstones in the Galana valley near the eastern margins of the area. A thin section
(specimen 65(360, Fig. 6 (b)) is seen to contain abundant slender crystals of brown
pleochroic barkevikite and green augite in a matrix of stout soda orthoclase crystals
with secondary calcite and chlorite, iron ore granules and needles of apatite being
scattered throughout. Some analcime is present as infrequent interstitial patches. The
texture of this rock is similar to that of a lamprophyre dyke outcropping a few miles
further east in the Mid-Galana area, and scattered blocks of vogesite were also found
in the vicinity of the lower Tiva river, near Ndian Daza (specimen 60(31).

Trachytes.-A trachytic dyke has invaded coarse garnetiferous para-gneisses
approximately two miles west of Sobo Rock, where it can be seen in the bed of the
Galana river; it has a width of about eighteen inches and strikes almost due north.
In composition it compares with the vogesite dykes but the dark minerals (barkevikite
and iron ore) are less abundant and a trachytic texture is pronounced. Fragments of
dark grey fine-grained trachyte (specimens 60(32 and 60(33) were also found near
Ndian Daza. Large barkevikite phenocrysts are a feature in the former specimen, and
the latter contains a small amount of analcime.

Amphibole Monchiquite.-A narrow porphyritic dyke of basaltic appearance cuts
hornblendic migmatites at a point where the Galana river takes a sharp northward
sweep mid-way between the Athi-Tsavo confluence and Lugard's Falls. It is about
eighteen inches in width, has an easterly dip of 70 degrees and strikes north-north-
east. Fine-grained chilled margins are developed at the dyke walls. In thin section
(specimen 65(399) the rock is seen to contain abundant phenocrysts of olivine and
long prisms of augite in a dense pilotaxitic matrix of barkevikite augite, iron ore
granules, and apatite; the base is colourless and isotropic or zeolitic.

This dyke is of interest since it is probably that referred to by Gregory (1921,
pp. 185-186) as "a dyke of phonolite cutting through the gneiss of the plain east of
Tsavo". Gregory's view that the Yatta phonolite represents a lava flow originally
confined by the walls of a valley, rather than a fissure eruption fed by underlying dykes,
is hence supported since although this particular dyke lies near to the axis of the
present phonolite outcrop it is non-phonolitic and strikes across rather than parallel
to the Yatta plateau.

.~~I

"Tinguaite".-A dense grey or green dyke with pin-point vesicularity outcrops in
the lower Tiva approximately seven miles west of the Kitui-Mambrui road. Exposure
is poor but the intrusion appears to be relatively large, and the resistant dyke apparently
has a local damming effect during flooding of the river, so that a large water-hole
some acres in extent (Ndian Daza) has formed on the upstream side of the outcrop.
In thin section (specimen 60(30, Fig. 6 (c)) the rock is seen to contain abundant
needles and microlites of aegir:ne, exhibiting strong green to bi"own pleochroism,
enmeshed in a zeoli tic base with occasional pools of quartz.

Dyke rocks similar to those described above are probably more common in the
Voi-South Yatta area, and also the Mid-Galana area in the east (Sanders, 1959), than
the number of specimens collected would suggest. The examples cited are, however,
instructive since they are often lamprophyric and commonly contain alkaline pyroxene
and amphibole; they compare with dyke rocks recorded from a wide area in eastern
Kenya extending from Jombo hill in the Coast Province some 100 miles to the south-
east (Caswell, 1953, p. 45), to Kitui in the north (Sanders, 1954, p. 34). Dyke rocks
of this type are generally associated with highly alkaline deep-seated rocks, for
example foyaite and other sodic syenites, such as are found at Jombo hill (Baker,
in Caswell 1953, p. 35). The occurrence of a rock th'lt may have been derived from
a tinguaite in the lower Tiva, and the presence of phonolite extrusive centres in the
east of the area serve further to emphasise the alkaline character of this petrographic
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province, since tinguaite is the hypabyssal equivalent .of phanalite and .occurs as
marginal facies .of nepheline syenite and, like the vagesites and manchiquites, in dykes.
It seems likely therefare that alkaline plutanic racks must underlie parts .of the area
between the Galana and Tana valleys but are either cancealed .or have yet ta be
lacated at surface.

VI-METAMORPHISM AND GRANITIZATION

A large part of the area is underlain by crystaliine schists and gneisses derived
from sediments that have suffered intense regianal metamarphism; befare metamarphism
the sediments ranged fram caarse arkCises, greywackes and sandstones ta fine-grained
shales and mudstanes. Marls and limestanes, tagether with valcanic racks and basic
.or ultra-basic injectians, were intercalated in the clastic accumulatians. Subsequent ta
their depasition these rocks were subjected to pawerful stresses and were falded and
sheared, whilst same, it is believed, were thrust deep inta the earth and under the
influence cf high pressures and temperatures were recrystallized and underwent
campasitional changes effected largely by the slow migratian .or exchange .of elements
in an ianic state (Ramberg, 1952, p. 248) at the same time the incompetent racks
yielded by plastic flaw. Relaxatian .of campressive farces and a slow return to
isostatic equilibrium accampanied by deep erasion aver a lang periad .of gealagical
time eventually campleted the cycle and revealed a metamarphic assemblage .of great
complexity.

In the present area twa graups .of crystalline racks can be distinguished in the
Basement System. They are (i) medium- ta high-grade metamarphased sediments,
the Saba Formatian, which althaugh metasamatized have not suffered strang granitiza-
tian and are .only maderately defarmed, and (ii) the migmatites .of the Lugard's Falls
area, a fundament .of .original sedimentary, valcanic and basic igneaus rocks which has
been intensely granitized and defarmed, sa that the .original sedimentary pattern is
~lmast .obliterated. Bath are .of great regianal extent and cantinue inta neighbauring
areas.

(i) The Sobo Formation.- This is a strati farm series .of para-gneisses and granulites
cantaining thin serpentinized dalamitic limestanes and abundant intercalations .of
harnblende gneiss. It is prabably equivalent t.o the Kurase Series which has beer>
mapped same 60 miles further sauth (Saggersan, 1962, p. 11), but the two series
cannat be traced inta each other. The intensity .of metamorphism impressed an the
Saba rocks is shawn by the pelitic gneisses and schists, and by the calc-silicate
granulites, which farmed fram racks sensitive t.o mineralogical changes during regianal
metamarphism, when cfiaracteristic stable mineral assemblages were develaped. The
pelitic racks cammonly cantain almandine garnet, .often accampanied by brawn
biatite, and the rare aluminaus beds carry thin falia .of sillimanite. Interstratified calc-
silicate gneisses cantain a pale green diapsidic pyraxene, scapalite, plagiaclase, and
garnet.

Same typical mineral assemblages include-
silIimanite-garnet -plagiaclase-biatite-q uartz;
garnet -biatite- plagiaclase-quartz;
diopside-sca palite--garnet- plagiaclase;
epidate-garnet -sphene-plagiaclase;
calcite-diapside-sca pali te-sphene;
calci te-grassularite- wallastanite-sphen e.

These assemblages may be correlated with racks .of the amphibalite facies .of Eskola
(1920, p. 146), the pelitic racks falling within the sillimanite-almandine sub-facies
(Turner, 1948, p. 85).

The high grade .of regianal metamarphism exhibited by the sillimanite-bearing
pelitic schists is passibly nat sustained throughaut the whale .of the farmatian.
Assemblages indicative .of intermediate grades .of metamarphism i.e. kyanite-stauralite
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were not observed, but it is evident that some parts of the formation are of a
comparatively low grade, characterized by floggy garnetiferous schists and thin phyllites
containing chlorite and green biotite. These low-grade metamorphic rocks are possibly
localized in post- or late-orogenic zones of shearing found in the easternmost exposed
parts of the Basement System.

The metamorphosed sediments have been widely reconstituted; crystalloblastic
textures are almost universal throughout and some of the schists contain porphyro-
blastic felspar, much of which is sodic plagioclase. Quartzo-felspathic veining and
pegmatitization are comparatively rare, however, and apart from the crystalline lime-
stones the series shows little evidence qf plastic deformation. For the most part the
varlous metamorphic rock types appear to represent originally stratified sediments
which have remained comparatively competent during folding and shearing.

(ii) Migmatites of the Lligard's Palls Area.-In the central part of the area the
exposed Basement System is of heterogeneous migmatites, granitoid gneisses, and
banded or veined gneisses which oocupy a broad zone between the Tiva and Galana
valleys. This complex contrasts with the Sobo Formation, to which it evidently forms
an older granitoid fundament. Elements contributing to its heterogeneous character are
(i) dark amphibolites, generally felspathic, containing variable amounts of biotite and
more rarely garnet, (ii) pink or white quartzo-felspathic gneisses either granoblastic
or with augen, and (iii) microcline pegmatites. In some exposures alternating bands of
amphibolite and quartzo-felspathic gneiss strike evenly along the outcrops, though
more often the veins and bands pinch and swell, or are discontinuous and contorted,
whilst in extreme cases the migmatites are intensely deformed, hornblendic inclusions
being ruptured or drawn out into schlieren, and it is apparent that these parts of the
complex reached a plastic condihon. The composition and texture of the rocks implies
that powerful metasomatism has tended towards the production of granitic material-
even the most tenuous quartzo-felspathic veins are knotted with porphyroblasts or
augen of microcline, and perthitic microcline is ubiquitous in the pegmatitic segrega-
tions. The texture of the rocks demonstrates that replacement of original constituents
by migratory material has contributed to their present composition, thus oligoclase is
sometimes enclosed in, and has embayed margins against porphyroblastic microcline.
The oligoclase sometimes shows albitic margins and myrmekite is commonly developed
between microcline and oligoclase. Although granitization processes have converted
this migmatitized basement into an essentially granitoid shield it would appear that,
like the Sobo Formation, it consisted originally of a suite of sedimentary rocks
intercalated with volcanic accumulations and basaltic intrusions, since in some
localities coarse gneissose garnetiferous bands and massive microcline-rich granitoid
gneisses are enclosed in the ,complex and probably represent pelitic and psammitic
sediments respectively. Lenticular diopsidic skarns may mark the relics of former
calcareous sediments. Some of these metamorphosed sediments perhaps represent
infolded parts of the superincumbent Sobo Formation.

~. I

VII-STRUCTURE

The rocks of the area comprise three groups of widely differing age and with
different structures. They are:-

1. Metamorphic rocks of the Basement System.
2. Duruma Sandstones.
3. Yatta plateau phonolite.

Structures in the Basement System are more complex than in either of the remaining
groups.

1. Basement System
The metamorphic rocks exhibit a north-north-westerly regional trend which is

expressed by a ribbed topography readily distinguishable on air-photographs taken
over areas where the soil cover is thin. In the east foliation dips are generally less
than 20 degrees, and well-foliated flaggy gneisses occupy a gently folded belt some
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eight miles in width west of the contact between the Basement System gneisses and
the Duruma Sandstones. Here the major structural feature is an open syncline which
occupies the area between Sobo Rock and the Voi-Sobo road (Fig. 7).
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Near the confluence of the Punda Mlia and the Galana there is an abrupt change
in both structure and petrography; the low eastward dips of the Sobo belt give way
to steep westerly dips which are maintained in a broad zone for some eleven miles
across the strike. It is unlikely that the migmatites of this section represent a straight
suocession, and they are thought rather to represent migmatitized sediments that have
been folded isoclinally about steep westerly-dipping axial planes. Further west, in the
vicinity 'Of Tsavo, foliation dips are high but show fluctuations from east to west
across the strike; folding is evidently more open here than in the Lugard's Falls belt
to the east, and in some cases the noses of plunging folds can be seen on the ground
and are well shown on air-photographs. These large structures are obscured by soil
cover over much of the area, but a oomplete, well-defined northward-plunging syncline
can be seen immediately north-north-west of Ndovu na Lala (1,804 feet) near Tsavo,
and open folding of northerly pitch is evident on Sagala and the hills north of Voi.

A Lnear fabric is often seen in the well foliated gneisses and schists, but is rare
in the banded migmatites. The lineation * generally plunges towards the north-north-
west at an angle of between five and ten degrees in the western part of the region.
Southerly pitch is more frequent in the Sobo Formation to the east.

Major faulting in the Basement System earlier than post-Miocene is inconspicuous,
but crushing and granulitization 'Of many gneiss horizons suggest that strike faults
replace the limbs of some of the tight folds. The contact between the nearly
horizontally disposed Sobo Formation and the steeply dipping migmatites near
Ithangethi is one of thrusting; crushed and mylonitized gneisses of westerly dip can
be seen in the Galana valley and continuations 'Of this tectonic zone can be followed
to the north and south where there are outcrops of mylonitized gneisses. Near the
south bank of the Galana the dip of the thrust contact is shown by quartz veins which
are grooved and fluted with great regularity. The flutings dip at 35 degrees in a west-
south-westerly direction.

Post-Permian faults are conspicuous in the Duruma Sandstones and faults of
similar trend in the Basement System are possibly of the same age. They are well
seen in the lower reaches of the Punda Mlia river, and in other tributaries which
enter the Galana south-west of Ata, the prominent outlier of phonolite standing
near the eastern end of the Yatta plateau. In this locality minor tributaries of the
Galana often follow fault-lines in which drag effects and cleavage 'Or shattering of the
wall rocks can be seen in the comparatively flat-lying gneisses and granulites. Outcrops
of the granitoid gneisses and para-granulites are generally strongly jointed throughout
the area. The principal joint directions are determined by bedding-plane partings
which generally strike north-north-west, and by dip joints which are either vertical
or of steep northerly dip and strike in an east-north-easterly direction (a true bearing of
260 degrees was frequently recorded). A flat or near-horizontal jointing which often
causes the more resistant outcrops to form groups of tors consisting of large cuboid
blocks is also common.

Over the greater part of the Voi-South Yatta area the relief is low, so that it
is difficult to observe entirely any structure in three dimensions. An approach to three-
dimensional exposure is, however, seen in the Ndara-Sagala ridge the highest parts of
which stand some 3,000 feet above the surrounding Voi plains (Plate IV, Fig. 1).
This feature is instructive from a structural point 'Of view since it is the only part of
the Basement System sufficiently well exposed to permit satisfactory boundary mapping
of the contrasting metamorphic formations. The hills stretch for a distance of about
ten miles immediately south of Voi, and are about four miles in width from east t'O
west. The hill-slopes are steep on the north, south and west, and precipitous on the
east, where in places there are cliffs and sheer rock faces several hundreds of feet in
height. When viewed from the north or north-north-east (Fig. 8) the rock groups are

* A descriptive and non-genetic term for any kind of linear structure within or on a rock
CClcos, E., 1946, p. 1).
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seen to dip towards the west at about 30 degrees, and a westerly dip is sustained over
the higher western slopes of both Sagala and Ndara so that whether viewed from
the north or south the dominant physiographic features are a series of dip-slopes
inclined to the west at approximately 25 degrees, broken by several steeper, step-like,
eastward-facing escarpments. When viewed from the east and north-east cliff-forming
horizons are seen to plunge gently northwards at between five and ten degrees,
the section seen in the eastern face of the hins being almost in the axial-plane of a
great anticlinal fold. A "lineation"on the grand scale is produced by the intersection
of the folded series of contrasting rocks with north-south-trending steeply inclined
major shear-planes.

The succession in the Sagala hills has been quoted on a previous page (p. 12).
The three units distinguished-

3. Hornblende-garnet para-gneisses
2. Banded hornblende-biotite gneisses
1. Felspar prophyroblast and augen gneisses, biotite para-gneisses, and biotite-

hO'rnblende gneisses

enable the structural mapping of the hills. The uppermost group is stratiform and
cliff-forming and is a marker horizon responsible for the bold topographic features
of Sagala. On the western flanks it forms the subsidiary Mashanda ridge (4,050 feet),
where at the summit dips are about 30 degrees to the west increasing to' almost
vertical on the lower slopes, for example near Vuria Sagala (Fig. 9). The north-
south-trending Teri valley, about one mile in width, intervenes between Mashanda
and Sagala; here group (3) with the underlying groups (2) and (1) in stratigraphic
order, are repeated by a series of fractures that foHow the valley axis. The cumulative
effect is one of downthrow to the east, and if the fault-planes were assumed to be
vertical the total indicated throw would be 3,500 feet. A uniform westerly foliation
dip of between 30 and 40 degrees is maintained in this section. The major dislocations
can be followed through zon.esof deep decomposition where the intensely disturbed
rocks, stained in browns, reds and greens, contain mylonites.

Group (3) again forms a dip-slope between the Teri valley and Sagala summit.
The westerly dip here is less than in the Mashanda ridge and reduces from about 30
degrees at the westernmost foot of the slope to 10 degrees at the summit, where a
fault O'f similar trend to those of the Teri valley passes immediately east of the
trigonometrical beacon and extends northwards through Kimbasi and across the
foot of the precipitous eastern face of Ndara; this fault almost follows the axial plane
of the Sagala anticline, the steep east-facing cliffs below the summit ridge revealing
an almost vertical section in the core of the fold. Dips measured high on the face
are low to the west, as at the summit, but at intermediate levels they pass through
horizontal to become easterly, and at the foot of the eastern slopes of Makiboro
they are about 55 degrees to the east.

It is evident therefore that the Sagala structure although complicated in detail is
essentially simple; it comprises an open anticlinal fold of gentle northerly pitch broken
into a series of slices by faults downthrowing to the east. Similar high-angle faults of
appreciable throw have also been mapped to the south at Kasigau, and also in the
southern part of the Sagala hills by Saggerson (1962, p. 48). The Sagala fractures
although large in themselves are probably subsidiary to a fault zone of steep or
vertical dip which determines the straight eastern margin of the Taita hills and the
Mbololo ridge immediately outside the western boundaries of the area.

2. The Duruma Sandstones

The western limits O'f the Lower Duruma Sandstones in the Galana valley are
marked by massive grits dipping at more than 30 degrees to the east; they are
strongly cleaved, veined, and jointed parallel to the Basement System contact, so
that the junction between the two is evidently faulted. The contact continues in a
north-south to north-north-westerly direction across the Galana and passes near to
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the eastern limits of the Yatta plateau. It is shifted for a distance of approximately
two miles by a large dextral tear-fault of north-westerly trend which traverses the
grits immediately to the north of Sobo Rock. The wall-rocks of the fracture show
horizontal or gently inclined slickensides.
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3. The Yatta Phonolite

Flow-streaming in the Yatta lava is displayed by a preferred orientation of
anorthoclase phenocrysts. In vertical sections the phenocrysts are conspicuously
aligned with their long axis parallel to the floor and upper surface of the flow;
on horizontal surfaces of the lava their alignment is less clearly defined but is
often sufficient to indicate an approximate direction of movement. In the southern
and eastern parts of the plateau statistical orientation is roughly from east to west,
whilst north of Tsavo it swings towards the north-west. The directions of flow-
streaming seen in the phonolite at various points are shown on the geological map.

VIII-MINERAL DEPOSITS

1. Copper

Prior to the present investigation copper staining had been recorded from several
places north and south of the river Tsavo, and during the survey similar secondary
copper stains and films were noted in localities between Tsavo and Lugard's Falls,
near the western banks of the Athi river north of Tsavo, near Voi hill, and on the
eastern slopes of Sagala, and are indicated on the geological map.

As long ago as 1893-94 C. W. Hobley discovered indications of copper in the
gneisses near the junction of the Athi and Tsavo rivers (see Annual Report, Mining
and Geological Department for 1937, pp. 28-29). No prospecting was however
carried out until April, 1936, when N. E. Fraser applied for an exclusive prospecting
licence over an area of approximately 60 square miles embracing both banks of
the Galana south-east of the Tsavo-Athi confluence and extending to the vicinity
of Lugard's Falls (Official Gazette, April 28th. 1936, Government Notice No. 272).
An application for a reduced area of 20 square miles was accepted in December,
1936, (Official Gazette, January 5th, 1937, Government Notice No.8), and an
exclusive prospecting licence valid for a period of three months was granted on
11th February, 1937, but was subsequently allowed to lapse and the area was
reopened to prospecting on 17th February, 1938. During this period a vertical
prospect shaft was sunk to a depth of about 15 feet in copper impregnated rock
outcropping on the south bank of the Galana at longitude 38° 38' E. The shaft
exposes a quartzo-felspathic granulite containing disseminated chalcopyrite (CuFeS9)
and bornite (CusFeS4) in minute visible granules. Carbonate stains are abundant. A
chip sample taken over a width of a foot in the walls of the shaft during the present
survey assayed 1.8 per cent copper (analysis No. 25205, W.P. Horne). Sampling during
the earlier prospecting had yielded values ranging between 0.2 and 5 per cent of copper.

,

Elsewhere copper disseminations in the gneisses, particularly near the Tsavo-
Athi confluence, give rise to surface stains of green malachite (CuCO, Cu(OH)2) with
smaller amounts of blue azurite (2CuC03 Cu(OH),) and rare pale blue chrysocoIla
(CuSi03 2H,O). Primary copper ore is finely disseminated in pink microcline-rich
granitoid gneisses and also in coarse amphibolitic migmatites; the granules of ore
have a blue iridescent sheen, are visible to the unaided eye and range up to the
size of 'a pin-head. Visual estimations of the proportions of copper in thin sections
(specimens 60/57, 60/58, 60/68) vary from one to four per cent. The primary ore
is bornite in most specimens, occurring in blue-grey shagreened granules interstitial
to quartz, felspar and amphibole. The copper sulphide is almost invariably enclosed
in and replaced by a brownish red limonite (Fig. 10) which contains subsidiary
cuprite (Cu2O). The limonite often displays a triangular grid probably pseudomor-
phosing the crystalline structure of the copper sulphide from which it has been
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(a) (b) (c)
Fig. 1o-Drawings of thin sections of copper-bearing rocks from the Tsavo-Lugard's

Falls area:-

(a) Oxidized bornite in sheared granitoid gneiss. Specimen 60}56. Reflected light, x 13.
Bornite black, limonite (L), malachite (M), gangue (Q). The left-hand side of the
drawing represents the edges of the thin section.

(b) Primary bornite in m~!fI-gabbro, Specimen 60}58. Ordinary ligh!, x 13. Bornite black,
pyroxene (P), fe!spar (F), quartz (Q).

(c) Oxidized chalcopyrite and bornite in calc-silicate granulite. Specimen 65{401-
Reflected light, x 33. Bornite black, chalcopyrae (Ch), limonite (L), diopside (D),
felspar (F), quartz (Q).

derived. Chalcocite is present in specimen 60/67. Crystal interstices and cleavages
in the silicate parts of specimens are conspicuously veined by malachite, as in
specimen 60/56.

This kind of mineralization occurs at scattered localities ranging over a width
of about seven miles, but was b~st observed immediately north of the Tsavo river
in a zone parallel to, and about 1,000 feet west of the Athi river. Here several
granitoid ribs with steep westerly dip show copper mineralization. One of these
was pitted to a depth of ten feet and was found to be a dyke of weakly foliated
microcline granulite with sharply defined walls dipping at 75 degrees to the west.
The contacts are slightly discordant with the foliati<Jn of the surrounding biotite-
hornblende gneisses. The width is 40 inches, and the maximum concentration of
sulphides found occurred equidistant between the walls. A channel sample taken
over a ten inch width in a central part of the dyke assayed 2.21 per cent copper *,
and since copper sulphides were visibly distributed across the full width of the
body an average copper content between 0.5 to 1.0 per cent f{)[ the 40 inch width is
likely. Microscopically the host-rock is granulitized throughout, containing ragged
granoblasts of perthite, and strain-polarizing quartz; it is evidently a crush-gneiss
occupying a broad shear-zone which facilitated alkaline metasomatism leading to the
format!<Jn of a dyke-like granitoid body and also assisted the entry of hypogene
sulphide solutions. It is likely that other primary copper sulphide diss~minations
in this area are due to the same cause. They include impregnations in coarse

--- - -----.Analyst-J. Furst.
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plagioclase amphibolite from which malachite stains have been leached from the
exterior of the rock and are often only to be seen on interior surfaces; as in the
granitoid shear-gneisses the primary mineral is bornite, scattered in blue and purple
iridescent granules. A chip sample taken at random assayed 2.49 per cent copper *.

The texture and composition of the copper impregnations in the Tsavo area are
typically those of an oxidization zone. Primary copper-iron sulphide is decomposing
under the influence of air and moisture into ferrous sulphate and copper sulphate.
The former has been further hydrolized to limonite or goethite which replaces the
primary sulphide in varying degrees, whilst some of the copper sulphate solutions
have reacted with alkali carbonate solutions derived from the host-rock and deposited
the green and blue copper carbonates, malachite and azurite. It is probable, however,
that not all the copper removed in solution has been precipitated as carbonate in the
oxidized zone; some is likely to have been leached to greater depths where it may
have been reduced at ground-water level and precipitated as secondary sulphides
such as chalcocite (Cu2S), or covellite (CuS). This process tends to produce a zone
of supergene enrichment in many copper-bearing ore-bodies, the position of the zone
often being determined by the level of the water-table, although in some deposits
no enrichment can be detected and in others an enriched zone is related to earlier
rather than present day water-tables. In the present case the outcrops of copper-
impregnated gneisses in the Tsavo valley have elevations above sea-level of 1,400 to
1,600 feet, whereas the level of the nearby Athi river is about 1,330 feet, so that
the water-table possibly stands at depths of between 70 and 200 feet below the
surface. To the east the sub-Miocene surface has an altitude of 2,100 feet so that
the fall of the water-table since Miocene times has been about 700 feet. The
metamorphic rocks through which the water-table has moved are of steep or vertical
dip, so that their foliation planes, lithological discontinuities, and strike shears might
be expected to facilitate the slow downward movement of metalliferous solutions.

It appears therefore that conditions necessary for the formation of a zone of
supergene enrichment are favourable in this area. At the surface the primary copper
ore is in small scattered grains unaccompanied as a whole by introduced gangue
minerals such as quartz or carbonates, and spread over considerable widths. Such
disseminated deposits do not have well defined walls, and the margins of impregnation
can often only be detected by assay. The maximum tenor of copper rises to four
per cent over widths of a few inches, and in some localities an average copper
content of one per cent over widths of 36 inches can be expected, a figure that is
too low to warrant extraction from narrow and steeply inclined stopes. If, however,
enrichment has taken place a "blanket" type of secondary deposition due to lateral
spreading of solutions during their downward movement may have increased both
the tenor of copper and the effective width of the impregnation zones. This can
only be tested by drilling or shaft sinking to the water-table.

2. Graphite

1

I

I

Graphitic gneisses were first discovered near Tsavo by Parkinson (1947, p. 24)
and prospecting by B. A. Brannstrom in the north-western angle of the Athi-Tsavo
confluence revealed at least eight bands of graphitic gneiss varying between 20 and
50 feet in width, striking at about 335 degrees roughly parallel to the Athi river. A
total of fifteen trenches was excavated in the graphitic bands (Fig. 11) and samples
taken in horizontal cuts over lengths of ten feet, were obtained from ten of them.
The samples were crushed, the graphite floated off and the approximate percentage
of carbon in the concentrate determined. The results were as follows:-

* Analyst-I. Furst.
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TABLE II-PERCENTAGES OF EXTRACTABLEGRAPHITE

As the deposit appeared worthy of serious consideration applications were
invited from the public in May, 1942, to work a concession in the area, and in
January, 1943, a special licence was issued to Kitmag Ltd. covering an area of 160
square miles and including all the known deposits. When work was begun on the
concession a pilot plant capable of dealing with one ton of ore per day was erected.
Subsequently a further special licence was granted to Kitmag Ltd., for a period of
two years over an area of 44 square miles, covering the deposits north of the
Tsavo river.

Plant was erected including a two-head stamp battery, flotation cells, rolls,
vibrating screens and. driers. Provision was also made for obtaining an air-floated
fraction during screening. The stamps proved unsatisfactory and it was realized that
rolls would give a more satisfactory comminution of the ore. Full-scale rolls were not
obtained, however, and the mine continued to operate as best it could with the
inefficient plant already installed. Production ceased in April, 1945, and the company
went into liquidation at the end of 1946.

According to returns in the files of the Mines and Geological Department,
production from the mine was as follows:-

TABLE III-GRAPHITE PRODUCTION-KITMAG LTD. 1944-45

Month
Ore Treated

(Tons)
Crucible IGrade in

Ibs.

Foundry I Lubricant
Grade in I Grade in

Ibs. I Ibs.

Stove Polish
in Number
of Blocks

r~-- -

East end of Trench West end of Trench

Trench 0-10 ft. 10-20 ft. 20-30 ft. 30-40 ft. 40-50 ft. Average
No. for Trench

A. I .. 6.26 3,83 2.85 3'70 3,47 4,0
A. III .. 5,50 4,87 1-87 5.14 - 4,3
A. IV .. 6,97 9.03 7'77 - - 7,9
B. I .. 5,83 - - - 5.8
C. I .. 6'24 7,68 - - - 6,9
C. II 4,75 4.19 - - - 4,4
D. I .. 6,93 5,70 - - - 6.3
D. II .. 5,66 9,47 6'72 5,15 0'54 6.7
D. III .. 8'12 8,94 5,84 6,64 - 7,4
E. II 6.62 4,67 I - 5.6.. - I -

Weighted overall average value = 5.8 per cent.

1944
June ..

No record i

336
July .. .. No record 145

I

564
August .. No record 3,360

I

8,960
September .. No record - 8,960

I

2,390
October .. .. 220 - - 2,630*
November 390 - I 11,300* I - 576*
December 432 6,319

I

1945
January .. .. none - 11,200 I - 800*
February .. 230 20,160 (lb. concentrates)
March ..

"I
none 3,920

I

1,120
I

1,120 2,960
(1,730)*

May .. ..I none - - I 1,120

* Denotes Sales.
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TABLE II-PERCENTAGES OF EXTRACTABLEGRAPHITE

As the deposit appeared worthy of serious consideration applications were
invited from the public in May, 1942, to work a concession in the area, and in
January, 1943, a special licence was issued to Kitmag Ltd. covering an area of 160
square miles and including all the known deposits. When work was begun on the
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Plant was erected including a two-head stamp battery, flotation cells, rolls,
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inefficient plant already installed. Production ceased in April, 1945, and the company
went into liquidation at the end of 1946.

According to returns in the files of the Mines and Geological Department,
production from the mine was as follows:-

TABLE III-GRAPHITE PRODUCTION-KITMAG LTD. 1944-45
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Foundry I Lubricant
Grade in I Grade in

Ibs. I Ibs.

Stove Polish
in Number
of Blocks

r~-- -

East end of Trench West end of Trench

Trench 0-10 ft. 10-20 ft. 20-30 ft. 30-40 ft. 40-50 ft. Average
No. for Trench
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E. II 6.62 4,67 I - 5.6.. - I -

Weighted overall average value = 5.8 per cent.
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EXPLANATION

Dip of foliation

Main g-Jphitlc beds

Fig. ll-Map of Tsavo graphite and copper deposits

In July, 1949, an application for anexc1usive prospecting licence over an area
of approximately 66 square miles situated between the Athi river and the Kenya-
Uganda railway between Kyulu and Manyani was made by Dr. E. Parsons on behalf
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of Kenya Graphite Ltd., and the area was closed to prospecting with effect from
19th September, 1949 (Official Gazette, October 8th, 1949, Gov<:rnment Notice No.
1045). Subsequently about 100 tons of ore was treated and the resultant flake shipped
to the U.S.A. for tests. The application for a concession was ultimately withdrawn
and the area reopened to prospecting on 20th July, 1955 (Official Gazette July, 26th
1955, Government Notice No. 1063).

During the present survey the graphite deposits were remapped and the known
outcrops mapped for some miles to the south. At the same time a Government
Prospector obtained a bulk sample from one of the graphite beds for milling tests at
the Mines and Geological Department, Nairobi.

Description of the Deposits.-The graphitic gneisses are coarse, well foliated,
dark-coloured rocks forming steeply-dipping resistant beds ranging between 10 and
50 feet in width, in a metamorphosed formation which includes leucocratic garneti-
ferous granulites, garnet-biotite schists, hornblende-garnet gneisses, and amphibolites.
The graphite beds outcrop as the central ribs to a series of strike-ridges in the
north-western angle between the Tsavo and Athi rivers, where they can be followed
along the strike for considerable distances. Notable weathering is superficial and
seldom reaches a depth greater than three feet. Exposed surfaces are deeply etched
revealing the crinkled foliation and coarse augen of the gneisses, which are some-
times thinly veined wth quartz and often superficially stained with yellow ochre.
In thin sections (specimens 60/49 and 60/59-65 from Tsavo) the gneisses are seen
to contain large augen and lenticular segregations of quartz in granulitized and
crystalloblastic matrices >of quartz and albite-oligoclase. Quartz and felspar are
present in approximately equal proportions. The graphite flakes range up to about
5 mm. in size and have ragged margins; they are sometimes distorted and interdigitate
with or are interleaved by minutely granulitic quartz. A few flakes of biotite
accompany the graphite in most thin sections, and veins and patches of opaline
silica and sometimes carbonate are common in the quartz-felspar matrices.

North of the Tsavo river the resistant graphitic beds are well exposed owing to
the relatively thin soil cover in the dissection areas of the Tsavo and Athi rivers.
At the Tsavo the gneisses are obscured by a narrow strip of river sands and
alluvium, but graphitic gneisses again appear within 400 yards of the south bank
of the river and can be followed to the south-south-east. They are seen in tributary
streams 'of the Tsavo and Galana about four miles north-east of Manyani. In the
northern part of this belt continuations of all the horizons found to the north of
the Tsavo river have been identified, but exposure becomes increasingly poor south-
wards so that at a distance of ten miles south of the river only two bands could
be located. It is likely, however, that trenching in this region would reveal the
remaining parallel beds. Graphitic gneiss was also located between Voi h;ll and
Mzinga hill some 28 miles south-south-eastof the Tsavo graphite deposits; here
the beds are of finer grain and do not lie in the strike of the Tsavo occurrences.

The proportions of graphite contained in chip-samples representative of indicated
widths of some outcrops of graphitic gneiss noted south of the Tsavo river are as
follows: - .

TABLE IV-GRAPHITE CONTENT OF SAMPLES FROM THE TSAVO AND VOl AREAS

Assay Locality Width
Graphite I AnalystNo. (ft.) (%) -- -.

25204 100 yds. S.S.W. of Observation hill 15 8.6 IW. P. Horne.25214 Two miles east of Ndovu na Lala .. 15 5,5 I Mrs. R. A. Inamdar.25215 Three miles E.N.E. of Ndovu na Lala 18 4,9 Mrs. R. A. lnamdar.
25437 MidwaybetweenVoi and Mzingahills I ..40 1.85 I J. Furst.
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Milling Tests.-In December, 1955, a 23-tan sample af graphitic gneiss was
extracted from the westernmost bed af the Tsava graphite praspect with the abject
af preparing and shipping to' the Margan Cruc:ble Ca. Ltd. a ten-hundredweight
sample of crucible grade graphite far test crucible manufacture. The are was crushed
through a jaw-crusher and rails to' pass a 10 mesh B.S. screen and treated thraugh
a rad-mill in clased circuit with a classifier, the averflaw fram the classifier gaing to'
flatatian cells, and the undersize back to' the rod-mill. In later stages it was faund
advantageaus to winnaw the - 10 mesh are and flaat the cancentrate thus obtained.

Flatatian was carried out with sadium hydraxide, kerasene, teepal and pine
oil. After filtering and drying, the flotatian concentrate assayed about 72 per cent
carban (the are-feed assayed appraximately six per cent carban). The dried product
was then rad-milled and screened on a 60 mesh B.S. screen until the + 60 mesh
fractian assayed mare than 85 per cent carban, to' meet the crucible grade specificatian.
The sample was ultimately re-screened and blended to' camply with crucible grade
specification. The methad achieved a final recavery af anly from 0.78 to' 1.14 per
cent crucible grade graphite. The reasan far low recavery was due mainly to' the
texture af the graphitic gneisses which involves intimate mutual enclasure of quartz
gangue and graphite, So' that it is difficult to' free the graphite from the gangue
withaut breaking up the flake graphite and driving the gangue intO' the flakes during
the milling pracess. As a consequence when screen :malysis showed a greater
prapartian of caarse flake the grade analysis fell belaw 85 per cent carban (the
minimum carbon specificatian far Margan's crucible grade), and when the carban
cantent exceeded 85 per cent the prapartian af coarse flake was much reduced.

In canclusian it may be said that althaugh the Tsava graphite depasits are
extensive (same 500,000 tons af graphite are estimated to' be available within 50
feet of the surface aver an area af five square miles), the nature of the highly
granitized gneisses militates against an ecanomic recovery af crucible grade graphite
by methads af milling So' far attempted, but lawer grades af graphite might be
praduced satisfactarily far a guaranteed market.

3. Limestone

Three types af limestane are found in the area:-

(a) Crystalline limestanes in the Basement System.
(b) Sedimentary limestanes in the Duruma Sandstanes.

(c) Surface limestones, ar kunkar.

(a) Crystalline Limestones.- The mast extens~ve and accessible outcrops af
crystalline limestane are lacated in the south-west af the area, where a series af
massive harizons are crossed by the Vai-Taveta raad abaut five miles sauth-west
af Vai. They can be seen near the bridge crossing the Vai river in this area, and
form a series af hills at the western margins af the Vai sisal estates. Same af the
beds are aver fifty feet in thickness and cansist of caarsely crystalline blue-grey
magnesian limestane camparatively free fram siliceaus inclusions. Samples taken
fram the outcrops by Dr. E. Parsans in 1943 showed a magnesia can tent varying
between six and twenty per cent (Mines and Geological Department file M /1992/50d).

Further bands af crystalline limestane accur in the Saba regian and extend far
many miles to' the north and sauth af the Galana. They are generally impure,
cantaining numeraus siliceaus inclusians as weJI as alivine and serpentine, and were
evidently ariginally dalamitic.

(b) Sedimentary Limestones.-Limestanes autcrapping in the Duruma Sandstanes
expased in the Galana valley seldam exceed a few feet in thickness; they are dark
and cantain visible siliceous impurities in the farm af sand and felsp:u granules. A
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partial analysis * .of a Lower Karroo limestone from the Mid-Galana area immediately
to the east contained 12.29 per cent silica and 0.76 per cent magnesia (Sanders,
1959, p. 45).

(c) Surface Limestones, Travertine or Kunkar.--calcare.ous deposits are often
found as sheeted or nodular encrustations over the crystalline limestones in the
Basement System. Samples taken by Dr. Parsons from five miles south-west of Voi
are less dolomitic than the crystalline limestones but contain more siliceous impurity.

4. WoUastonite

Outcrops of a massive grey-white wollastonite (CaSi03) rock were observed at
the c.ontacts of a crystalline limestone below the slopes of the Yatta escarpment
about 2 miles east of Epiya Chapeyu. The rock consists almost entirely of large
fibrous or columnar prisms of wollastonite and is patchily exposed over an area of
approximately half an acre.

5. Mica

Few pegmatites containing mica of any size were noted in the area. Most .of
the mica is biotite, segregated in books and lenticular aggregates at the pegmatite
margins. Muscovite occurs in quartzose pegmatites outcropping in the Athi river
north of Tsavo, where the size and quality are too poor to warrant extracti<m.

6. Sands and Clays

Sands free of earthy material are absent over much of the area, and apart from
quartz gravels and sands surrounding a quartzite outcrop approximately seven miles
west of Sobo rock the .anly sources of quartz sands are in the Athi-Galana, Tsavo
and Tiva rivers where there are deep sand levees, especially in the course of the
formert. Impurities in these sands include iron, which occurs both as oxide coating
the grains and as heavy particles of are, felspar, hornblende, micas, garnet and
rutile, so that although they are fit for building purposes they are unsuitable for
glass manufacture. Beneficiation, including separation from the heavy minerals and
acid leaching, might render them of use for the manufacture of coloured glass.

Fine-grained grey or brown alluvial earths containing some clay and a higher
proportion of fine sand are extracted from the banks of the V oi river and used
for local brick manufacture.

7. Ballast and Concrete Aggregate

Ballast for use on the Voi section of the East African Railways is quarried at
Gutuni, a small hillock adjacent to the railway approximately five miles south-east
of Voi. Some 53,000 tons of rock were taken from this quarry during 1954-55 for
use as concrete aggregate in the manufacture of spun pre-stressed concrete pipes at
the Voi factory of the Societe des Tuyaux Bonna. The pipes, which were 21 feet in
length and varied from 30 to 21 inches in diameter, were employed in the construction
of the water pipeline from Mzima Springs to Mombasa. The rock is a compact
medium-grained quartzose para-granulite having a granitoid texture, and in the
absence of suitable lava for road-metal in the vicinity of Voi it may prove a good
local substitute.

* Analyst-Mrs. R. A. Inamdar.

t The Development Committee (Sub-committee on building materials) reported in 1946 that
at that time about 45,000 cu. ft. of good quality sand were being moved per month from Voi
into the Mombasa area (Report of the Development Committee, Government Printer, Nairobi,
1956, vol. II, p. 60). It was stated (p. 63) that the sand was river sand, but no further details
were given.
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8. Water

A large part of the area receives a mean annual rainfall of rather less than 20
mches, the whole of which is often concentrated into short wet seasons during the
months of May and November. Apart from the Tsavo and Galan a, which are fed
from catchments outside the area, most of the rivers are insignificant sand-choked
channels carrying running water for only short periods. The discharge of the Tsavo
river fluctuates less than that of the Galana, as throughout the year it is supplied
by a relatively steady escape of waters from the lavas of the Chyulu range and
Kilimanjaro. Records taken at Tsavo between 1951 and 1955 are as follows:-

TABLE V-DISCHARGE OF THE TSAVO RIVER 1951-55

(From records of the Ministry of Works, Nairobi)

- Disc~ar~~~~-~~
I

~-I
I

~;-
I

'~-
Cusecs* I Cusecs Cusecs Cusecs Cusecs

I

M~ximum :-~
I

2,959t 307

I

' 319 1995-1- 995-
Minimum . . 80 123 113

I

117 I 123
Mean.. .. i 181 141 137 196 I 179

I I I I
* Cusecs-vo1ume of water passing a given point measured in cubic feet per second.

t 1951 was an exceptionally rainy year throughout Kenya.

No continuous register of the flow of the Galana river is available; it is, however,
liable to wide variations in discharge between the dry and wet seasons-during the
former the rate is often between 100 and 400 cusecs, but this figure increases
rapidly to several thousand cusecs for short periods, and 105,000 cusecs have been
recorded during seasonal spate.

Water is pumped from the Tsavo river for the railway watering-point at Tsavo
station, and is also piped by nine-inch water-main to Voi and Mackinnon road. It
is likely that this small pipeline will become obsolete, with the completion of the
pipeline from Mzima springs to Mombasa. .Water is also piped to Voi from the
Kigombo reservoir in the Taita hills approximately seven miles to the west of the
town, and this supply has been supplemented by bore-holes drilled in the vicinity of
V oi. The majority are sited in alluvial beds of the Voi river (Fig. 12) and reach a
decomposed zone in the underlying gneiss from which a fair yield of good quality
water is obtained. Particulars of these bore-holes are given below:-

TABLE VI-BaRE-HOLES IN THE VICINITY OF VOl

(From records of the Ministry of Works, Nairobi)
---- -- ' ------.-

I

I

l
.'"

I

I I I I I

I

I Depth: Yield i

I

to
1

(Galls. per
Bore-hole .

1

' Location and Date of Depth Water 24 Hours) ! Quality
(M.O.W. No.) Completion (ft.) I Table I i

i I--I- (f~-I I----
32 .. .. IVai Rly. station 19-2-29 ' 121! 25 60,480 I Good.

e. 188 "

I

Vai airstrip, 17-12-42 502 I 148 24,080 I Bitter.
e. 619 .. Mzinga Sisal Estate, 1-9~47 77

I

7 I 39,624 Good.
e. 620 .. , Mzinga Sisal Estate, 5-9-47 85 7 I 54,000 Good.
e. 621 .. .. :Mzinga Sisal Estate, 14-10-47 193' 7 I 25,920 Good.e. 636 .. .. '

I' Voi Sisal Estate, 11-12-47 .. 400 I 27 I 14,400 Good.
I I

.-_u- - ------

For details of the bore-hole logs see Appendix (pp. 47-48).
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Bore-hole .

1

' Location and Date of Depth Water 24 Hours) ! Quality
(M.O.W. No.) Completion (ft.) I Table I i

i I--I- (f~-I I----
32 .. .. IVai Rly. station 19-2-29 ' 121! 25 60,480 I Good.

e. 188 "

I

Vai airstrip, 17-12-42 502 I 148 24,080 I Bitter.
e. 619 .. Mzinga Sisal Estate, 1-9~47 77

I

7 I 39,624 Good.
e. 620 .. , Mzinga Sisal Estate, 5-9-47 85 7 I 54,000 Good.
e. 621 .. .. :Mzinga Sisal Estate, 14-10-47 193' 7 I 25,920 Good.e. 636 .. .. '

I' Voi Sisal Estate, 11-12-47 .. 400 I 27 I 14,400 Good.
I I

.-_u- - ------

For details of the bore-hole logs see Appendix (pp. 47-48).
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iN-‘I.O.\\'_ No.1 ('ninpluiinii till Ilihlc

{iii

31 .. _. Vui RI}.SlLi[2L1Ii I” I 19 ,, :5 (nil—EST] (mud.
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For details nl' ihc hnrc—hnic |ng< sec -\ppcmli\ (pg. 47-43:.
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Fig. 12-Location of bore-holes in the vicinity of Voi

The flow of the Voi river is intermittent; it sometimes discharges at over ]00
cusecs for short periods during the rains but is liable to dry out in the intervening
dry seasons. Bore-hole records indicate, however, that the water-table remains near
surface in the alluvial sands of the valley.

The present demand for water in the area as a whole is small, as there is little
human settlement apart from that in the south-west, where the population is centred
about Voi township and the Sagala Native Location. Sagala is of sufficient altitude
to attract a higher rainfall than the surrounding plains and much of the run-off can
be conserved by the construction of small earth dams on the upper slopes and valleys.
The western foot of the hills is likely to provide favourable sites for bore-holes
designed to tap the zone of weathered gneisses underlying deep detrital fans that
flank the hills.

Elsewhere the cheapest method of water conservation is by the construction of
earth dams such as those on the Voi river at Kandecha and Aruba, approximately
nine miles east of Voi. Each of these provides a large artificial pool attracting
considerable numbers of game during dry seasons.

Hydro-electricity .- The Galana is the only river in the area with a sufficient
flow to provide hydro-electric possibilities. A suitable dam-site for small-scale genera-
tion could possibly be found about a mile below Lugard's Falls where the river is
confined to a narrow steep-sided channel with rock walls on either side. The head
obtainable here is not more than 70 feet however, and the site is remote from
areas having an immediate demand for electricity.
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APPENDIX-BORE-HOLE LOGS

(Adapted from records of the Ministry of Works, Nairobi)

BORE-HOLENo. 32-VOI RAILWAYSTATION

Total depth 121 feet. Depth from surface at which water was struck-40, 70
and 110 feet. Estimated yield per 24 hours-60,480 gallons.

Depth in feet
0- 10

10- 42
42- 79
79-121

Lithology
Soil
Gravel
Decomposed gneiss
Gneiss

BORE-HOLENo. C. 188-VOI AIRSTRIP

Total depth 502 feet. Depth from surface at which water was struck-l78, 265
and 315 feet. Estimated yield per 24 hours--24,080 gallons.

Depth in feet
0- 10

10- 29
29- 47
47-502

Lithology
Sand
Murram
Decomposed gneiss
Gneiss

BORE-HOLENo. C. 619-MZINGA SISALESTATE

Total depth 77 feet. Depth from surface at which water was struck-58 feet.
Estimated yield per 24 hours~39,624 gallons.

Depth in feet
0- 4
4- 34

34- 37
37- 40
40- 43

43- 46
46- 58
58- 62
62- 71
71- 75
75- 77

Lithology
Drab micaceous clay
Brown sandy clay
Yellow coarse quartzose sand
Yellow sand with garnet
White sand with mica, hornblende

and garnet
Coarse sand
Fine sand with mica and garnet
Pebble bed
Grey felspathic sand
Khaki clays and decomposed gneiss
Sand with gneiss fragments

BORE-HOLENo. C. 620-MZINGA SISALESTATE

Total depth 85 feet. Depth from surface at which water was struck-22 and
49 feet. Esjmated yield per 24 hours-54,000 gallons.

Depth in feet
0- 12

12- 20

20- 41
41- 49
49- 85

Lithology
Red-brown sandy alluvium
Brown micaceous soil, decomposed

gneiss
Weathered hornblendic gneiss
Quartz-biotite-muscovite schist
Quartz-biotite gneiss
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BORE-HOLENo. C. 621-MZINGA SISAL ESTATE

Total depth 193 feet. Depth from surface at which water was struck-45, 102
and 172 feet. Estimated yield per 24 hours-25,920 gallons.

Depth in feet
0- 14

14- 18
18- 31
31- 36
36-193

Lithology

Sandy alluvium
Red subsoil over gneiss
Weathered granitoid gneiss
Granitoid gneiss
Quartzose biotite gneiss with mica

schist bands between 65 and
102 feet

BORE-HOLENo. C. 636-VOI SISALESTATE

Total depth 400 feet. Depth from surface at which water was struck-33. 68.
116, 192 and 355 feet. Estimated yield per 24 hours-14,400 gallons.

Depth in feet
0- 6
6- 10

10- \8
18- 31
31- 46
46- 68
68-109

\09-113
113-116
116-164
164-185
185-192
192-204
204-235
235-355
355-359
359-400

Lithology

Red clayey soil
Pink soil
Coarse sands and clays
Yellow weathered gneiss
Grey gneiss
Yellow quartzo-felspathic gneiss
Grey hornblende-garnet gaeiss
Quartzo-felspathic gneiss
Coarse quartzo-felspathic gneiss
Fine-grained quartzo-felspathic gneiss
Biotite-garnet schist
Hornblende-garnet schist
Grey hornblende-garnet gneiss
Quartz-biotite gneiss
Quartzo-felspathic gneiss
Hornblende-garnet gneiss
Yellow felspathic horn blende-

garnet gneiss

G.P.K.369-lm-2j60
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